NN 
N e,, 90 
b 146,907 - 799777777 

77 7 
INT 2 


\ 
nd IRIS W | 
OREN E 
n 
N \ bd WW * N ans 
nne 
ITT | 
„e nnen N. 8 
, 
dene KN 
a \ W N S 


WINE 
i pit i 
Ws 


AGO 
* av 


0 


* 
\\ 
N 


» 


WP 0 i 5 | 0 : 


i 
Wit 


it il 1 0 
te 


8 0 
z 
1 


os f \ j! 
1 00 muy 10 
1. my i} gi 


# | wy 
ul . 
4 i 


5 


' 
WA 8 edicts, 
2 ehe 
xl M ! 
1 
e 
OT %, 
d 4 4 1 N | | 2 
I WAL 


413; 
HH 7775 
W 

Wo 

WOT 


8 
* 


90 
TINY 


Prblished Luc. gg . A ber corner of S!Fauls, 


NN 
N e,, 90 
b 146,907 - 799777777 

77 7 
INT 2 


\ 
nd IRIS W | 
OREN E 
n 
N \ bd WW * N ans 
nne 
ITT | 
„e nnen N. 8 
, 
dene KN 
a \ W N S 


WINE 
i pit i 
Ws 


AGO 
* av 


0 


* 
\\ 
N 


» 


WP 0 i 5 | 0 : 


i 
Wit 


it il 1 0 
te 


8 0 
z 
1 


os f \ j! 
1 00 muy 10 
1. my i} gi 


# | wy 
ul . 
4 i 


5 


' 
WA 8 edicts, 
2 ehe 
xl M ! 
1 
e 
OT %, 
d 4 4 1 N | | 2 
I WAL 


413; 
HH 7775 
W 

Wo 

WOT 


8 
* 


90 
TINY 


Prblished Luc. gg . A ber corner of S!Fauls, 


» 


py 


_ 


Fo ; * 
. — * 
Arps” . g 
A I a4 

— — — — — 2 
l # 
3 7 \ 
4 b 5 n 

4 * 
O 3 we & 7 %. . 
+ OY nd < * 
4 4 — 
. * 
o 


. 
HAME 


3 0 
* 2. 


ä 7 — ” 
THE HERMITOF THE BEACH. 
A 
MORAL REVERIE. 


y 


INSTRUCTION AND AMUSEMENT 


1 4 111 3 4 - 
hs, . 4 „ ee 7 
4 „ 2 7 Ta 
a Wl F\erfr +), 77 2164 - 1 We: A OO 7. . 72. pH 
i 6 * bY 477 Ts * r 
s bf — #87; s 
LEAR . 2 5 = on ES - 
e 4 1 2 DU 
7 — * o - 4 FILA * _ fn Saf — 
4 Ly e ” _- r Rs —— A 
22 n . — : 8 


N e 
9 8 
— ye . — — * 0 
we 0 
— 7 
„ 
2 


5 


— 88 
5 SQ p 
7 227 2 - — 


LONDON: 


} 
144%. 
. yt 17 
Witt 


n 


INI NTED FOR E. NEWBERY, THE cOR NERO ST As | 
' CHURCH=YARD, 


£ 
PS 


BY g. WOODFALL, NO. 22, PATERNOSTER-ROW. 


— 


1799 


3. 


ho 
TI 


HAMLAIN; 


THE HERMIT OF THE BEACH. 
* | ; , "af a 
+ 


DixxRR was ended, and they | 
were partaking of a temperate 
glaſs of wine, and a little fruit, 
when Squire Freeman thus ad- 
dreſſed ſome young ſtrangers. who 
were on a viſit at his houſe. 

1 have been conſidering,” 

ſaid he, © if there is any thing 
Þurious in . theſe parts that we 
AS hae 
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have omitted ſhewing you, but 
I cannot recollect any thing more 
among the inanimate productions 
of this country that is worthy of 
particular notice. 
mall therefore, it agree- 
able 10 yourſelves, introduce you 
to a remarkable perſon, who 1s 
known in this country by the ap- 
pellation of —Th g Hermit of the 
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at this propolat Me Squire's; 
eſpecially. the female part of 
them, who immediately pictured | 
to themſelves the figure of an 
auſtere old man, ſitting at the 
2 of a gloomy cave ſituated 
8 in 
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6 * +2 * 8 
W rR; 


is * P 


my O@ FYy eo» 


in ſome frightful ſolitude; and 


having formed to themſelves this 


unpromiſing idea, they were not 
very haſty inacceptingtheSquire's 
offer: but the young men, whoſe 
minds were not ſo eatily damped, 


ſaid they had read of hermits, 
and they ſhould be glad of an op- 


portunity of ſeeing one. On this, 
the Squire ordered their horſes to 


be got ready, and while that was 


doing, he gave them a ſhort ſketch 
of ſuch parts of the Hermit's hiſ- 


tory as might be ſufficient to re- 


move the unfavourable ideas he 


ſaw had poſſeſſed the aids of his 


female friends. 


> a - 5 a 
n The | 
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„The real name,” ſaid he, 
| © of the perſon we are now going 
to viſit is Hamlain. When very 
young he had a ſtrong inclination 
to a ſea-faring life, to which his 
parents for a long time were as 
much averſe, but their prejudice 
yielding at laſt to his repeated ſo- 
licitations, they at length con- 
ſented. He having thus far ob- 
tained his wiſhes, engaged him- 
{elf in the employ of an eminent 
merchant in one of the northern 
ports. In this occupation he con- 
tinued till having paſſed the me- 
ridian of life, and experienced 
many of the —_— hardſhips; 

| and 
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THE HERMIT OF THE BEACH. 7 
and viciſsitudes, attached to that 


mode of life, he thought it was 


time to take his leave of ſo fa- 


tiguing and Hanhrdous an avoca- 
tion. 

«© His parents, who both died 
during his abſence on a very long 
voyage, had been very induſtrious 
and ſaving, and left him a decent 
and well-ſecured annuity, to- 
gether with the comfortable little 
cot they had reſided in 1 from Ham- 


lain's infancy. 


* To this paternal cot he re- 
tired on his arrival in his native 
land, determined there to ſpend 
the remainder of his days. 

„ This 
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This cottage is neat and 
commodious; pleaſantly and ro- 
mantically ſituated on an emi- 
nence that has the ſea in front, 
and commands a very extenſive 
and varied proſpect in the rear, in 
which are ſome very reg 
objects. 

« The deſcent from this emi- 
nence to the ſea-ſhore is very 
{ſteep and rocky. The ſofter parts 
at the foot of this rocky beach have 
yielded to the repeated attacks 
of the boiſterous waves, which, 
through length of time, have worn 
deep receſſes therein. One of 


theſe, which 12 the moſt conti- 
guous 
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guous to Hamlain's cot, is much 
larger than the reſt, being three 
times the ſize of moſt common 
parlours ; it is of a cfrcular ſhape, 
and the top forms a kind of flattith 
dome, which in the higheſt part 
is about 12 feet from the floor. 
During the violent ſtorms and 
tempeſts of winter, the boiſterous 
waves roll with great violence and 
impetuoſity into theſe receſſes; 
but in the ſummer time, the tide 
does but juſt reach to the edge of 
this rocky cell, and when the flood 
retires, and the ſun ſhines warm 
upon the ſmooth ſandy ſhore, it 
ſoon dries and affords a delight- 
ful plain to walk or ride on. Here 
and 
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and there alſo, both within and 
at the entrance of the large receſs, 
low flat pieces of rocks riſe about 
half a yard out of the ſand, and 
preſent very commodious natural 
feats. "Theſe accommodations, 
added to Hamlain's fondneſs 
for retirement and contempla- 
tion, firſt endeared him to the 
ſpot, and ſuggeſted the idea of 
improving this cave or grotto, and 
connecting it by ſteps cut in the 
rock, and carried upby ſuch flights 
as he found he could moſt readily 
form, to his cottage on the ſum- 
mit; which, after a labour of fome 
years, he has completed in a very 
ingenious and pleaſing manner, 
and 
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and it is to his attachment to this 
grotto, that he is indebted to the 
appellation given him of —The 

Hermit of the Beach. But I muſt 
refer you now to the objects them- 
ſelves, which I only deprive of 
part of their charms by antici- 
pating them; and I think, if I 
can judge by their countenances, 
Matilda, Emma, and Harriet, are 
as deſirous as Charles and Henry, 
to ſee this delightful hermitage. 
Charles will, therefore, be ſo ob- 


liging as haſten the horſes to the 


door, and as it is ebb-tide we ſhall 
have a pleaſant ride along the 
ſandy ſhore, and the afternoon is- 
as favourable as we could with.” 
| * Pray, 


" 
—_ — — —— ——-— —— — 


—— —̃ Q— 
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* Pray, fir,” ſays Emma, © has 
he got a long beard?” — “ No, 
child,” ſays the Squire, © he has 
nothing anſwerable to your ideas 
of the hermit about him; he is 

an agreeable venerable old man, 


Whoſe head is ſilvered o'er with age, 
And paſt experience rendered ſage. 


And I would juſt caution you, 
not to offend his delicacy by 


looking too much at him on our 
- firſt approach, He is fond of 


young people, and very apt to 
read them inſtructive leſſons; if 
this ſhould now be the caſe, I ad- 
viſe you to give him your moſt 


_ ſerious attention; but he canno 


3. = = 


no 


Cal 
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bear the idea of . made a 


gazing- ſtock to ignorant ſtarers, 
though he is very courteous to 
the meaneſt perſon, who ſeems 
capable of enjoying the beauties 
of his retreat, or receiving bene- 
fityfrom his 1 converſa- 
tion.“ | ER: 

The horſes being now ready, 
they mounted and rode down to 
the ſhore, where they: found the 
tide fallen a good way; the fun 
ſhone pleaſantly, and the fea was 
as ſmooth as glaſs, After about 
three-quarters of . hour's plea- 
ſant ride, they came within fight. 


of the hermitage; and, upon ap- 


proaching nearer, they perceived 
B -- Hamlain 
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Hamlain ſeated on one of his 
rocky ſeats amuſing himſelf with 
reading, which was his favourite 
reercation. He at firſt looked up 
a little ſurprized at ſuch a com- 
pany, but ſeeing Squire Freeman, 
|. whom he knew well, and had, 
6 more than once, the pleaſure of 
| ſeeing at his hermitage betore, he 
came courteouſly towards them, 
and after the uſual ſalutation, they 
diſmounted, giving the horſes to 
the care of their ſervant, with or- 
ders when to return for them. 
„J am loth to intrude upon 
your retirement,” ſaid Squire 
Freeman ; © but theſe young peo- 
ple are ſome viſitors of mine that 
are 
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are ſtrangers in this country, and 
I was very deſirous of treating 
them with a ſight of your de- 
lighttul grotto, and the improve- 
ments you have made; your kind- 
neſs will excuſe my freedom on 
ſuch an occaſion.” _ 
« You are extremely welcome, 
fir,” ſays Hamlain, © and though 
an old man, I am pleaſed with 
the company of young people; 
and have a great pleaſure in ſa- 
tisfying their curiolity, or afford- 
ing them any information that 
jengal of years and obſervation 
may have furniſhed me with. 
And as it is now very warm, 
you will, -perhaps, find it accept- 
B 2 able 


Er 
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able to reſt a little in the friendly 
ſhade of this grotto; you ſee na- 
ture has furniſhed us here with 
ſeats of her own providing, as if 
the meant to invite us to fit and 
contemplate in this retired apart- 
ment.“ 
Having laid ſome ruſh woven 
cuſhions on the rocky ſeats, they 
were ſoon ſeated, and much 


delighted with the large ſandy 


plain that lay between them and 
the water's edge; and a number | 
of veſſels ſailing in different di- 
rections, aſsiſted by the fineneſs 
of the afternoon, preſented them 
with a moſt charming ſea- piece. 
Emma, 
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Emma, with her brothers Charles 
and Henry, were much delighted 
with this view; and living not 
very diſtant from the ſea-ſide, 
they had often ſeen veſſels before, 
yet they thought they had never 
ſcen them in ſo beautiful a man- 
ner as they now did through the 
entrance of the grotto, which had 
a particularly improving effect 
upon the view. Matilda and her 
ſiſter Harriet, who came from an 
inland part of the country, and 
had not the opportunity of ſeeing 
ſuch a ſight before, were, if poſ- 

ſible, ſtill more highly gratified 
| with this treat, whilſt the Squire 
and Hamlain enjoyed no leſs ſa- 
B 3 tisfaction 
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tisfaction in ſeeing the young 
people ſo agreeably entertained, 

« do not wonder,” ſaid Ham- 
lain to his young viſitors, © that} 
you are ſo delighted with this 
ſcene; for, though it ſo often 
preſents itſelf to my view, I am 
never tired of it; but perhaps, in 
ſome reſpects, I enter more in- 
tereſtingly into the objects before 
us, than you can be ſuppoſed to 
do. I have ſailed many a long 
and tedious voyage mylelf, and 
ſurvived many hardſhips and dan- 
gers. When looking at theſe veſ- 
ſels, it revives the recollection of 
paſt times; and on looking at thoſe 
which you ſec directing their 
I courſe 
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courſe towards the land, deeply 
laden with the produce of other 
elimes (promiſing an increaſe 
of wealth to their owners, and 
the means of induſtrious employ- 
ment and ſubſiſtence to many), I 
feel a ſecret pleaſure in partici- 
pating the joy the crews now feel 
at the renewed fight of their na- 


tive land, from which, their 
whitened fails reflecting the ſum- 
mer ray, tell me they have been 
long abſent. 


« Theſe I can follow, i in imagi- 
nation, to their much deſired port, 
recollecting well how often my 
own breaſt has beat quick at the 
eſe ſight of the well known ſhore 
| (whey 
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(when ſcudding before a friendly 
gale) we were now ein ſight, now 
entering the deſired haven, per- 
haps after a doubtful ſtruggle with 
contending ſtorms: how grateful 
were then the loud peals of wel- 
come from the crowded ſtrand, 
and how doubly acceptable the 
delightful glance that diſtinguiſh- 
ed this, or that, endeared friend.“ 
On uttering theſe words, the 
ſmiles of ſympathetic joy that 
gliſtened in his expreſsive eye, 
and brightened his venerable 
countenance,. ſhewed how deeply 
his feelings were intereſted in the 


picture he had juſt drawn. 


„ On 
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« On the other hand,” ſaid 
he, when I direct my attention 
to thoſe which are leflening on 
the fight and receding from us, 
and ſeem as intent upon leaving 
the land as the others are to gain 
it, recollection then recals the 
times when 1, with my mates, 
elate with firm and manly hope, 
having cleared the port and 
hoiſted all our ſail, returned the 
loud huzza that bid a long fare- 
well to the crowded itrand. 

«© Sometimes with us, as now 
with theſe, our ſails were filled 
with a courteous gale; the ſun, 
as it now does on theſe, ſhone 

| chear- 
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chearfully, and ſeemed to ſmile 
upon us; the ſky as now, with- “ 
out a ſingle cloud; the gently? 
ſwelling wave ſeemed to fawn and 
ſport upon the veſſel's fide ; yet, MW 
when ſcarcely out of fight of land, Wi 
we have felt a ſad reverſe; the 
ſun, the wind, the waves, all: 
ſeemed to have played the ſyren, . 
as if to lure us to deſtruction; for” 
the air grew dull, the clouds ga-W" 
thered faſt, the ſun was hid, the 
winds blew, at length the tem- 
peſt howled, and the waves that 
ſeemed to ſport againſt the ſhip's 
ſides before, now running moun- 
tains high, daſhed againſt them 
| with 
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with impetuous fury, ready to 
break in pieces, or ſink our ſhat- 


Itered bar. 


« This, I often think, may be 
the caſe with theſe that are now 
ſailing faſt from the friendly ſhore. 
Though now the gale is fair, and 
all ſerene and mild, the tempeſt _ 
may ariſe, prevail, and theſe 
ne' er reach their deſtined port; 
nor yet return.“ 

Here the big tear ſtarted in his 
eye, and he uttered a deep 


fetched ſigh, that ſeemed charged 


vith a prayer to Him that, at his 
pleature, calms the winds and 
waves, with © Peace, be ſtill.” 


* 


Recovering 
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Recovering himſelf, after a mo- 
ments pauſe, he reſumed his natu- 
ral ſerenity of countenance, and 
thus addreſſed the youthful ** 
of the company: 

« I haye laid he, of late 
years, particularly ſince this re- 
tirement bas aſtorded me leiſure 
to give full ſcope to my thoughts, 
endeavoured to purſue every oh- 
ject that preſents itſelf to my no- 
tice, through its analogies, com- 
pariſons, and references, ſo as to 
come at that inſtruction which, 
I apprehend, is ſecretly couched 
almoſt, if not abſolutely, in every 
thing we ſee: if then, in theſl! 
courſe of the little time we mayſft 

you 
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ſpend together, and the different 
objects we may direct our obſer- 


vation to, I ſhould endeavour to 


engage your attention a little in 
this way of viewing things, you 
will pleaſe to excuſe me; and, 
indeed, I have been ſo long in 
the habit of it, that thoſe who. 
only view things ſuperficially, 
that is, merely as pictures and 
dumb forms, which they conti- 
nue to look on, or turn from, ac- 
cording as they are pleaſing or 
diſguſting, appear to me ſcarcely 
to ſee any thing: but, to the per- 
ſon who endeavours to detect the 
latent leſſons of wiſdom and in- 
ſtruction that, as I ſaid before, lie 

0 couched: 
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couched perhaps in every thing 
we ſee, nature becomes one large 
volume, of which every object is a 
chapter, page, or ſection: it is thus 
that the morning and evening's 
walk, or the noon-tide retreat of 
the wiſe man, 1s always pleaſant 
and entertaining, becauſe always 
preſenting him with ſomething 
new and inſtructive; and the man 
or woman who has once got the 
key to this large inſtructive vo- 
lume, can never entertain ſo pre- 
poſterous a thought as how they 
ſhall kill time; for this, to them, 
would be like Alexander in his 
cups, killing their beſt friend. 


* The analogy between a voy- 
age 


age 
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age and man's life has been fre- 
quently and beautifully noticed. 


I make no doubt you have read. 


many of theſe inſtructive allego- 
rical alluſions: the principal mo- 
ral of all, centres in the uncer- 


tainty of every thing in this life, 


and that, from the examples of 
the veſſels getting ſafely into port 


after being in the moſt imminent 
danger of ſinking, we ſhould 
learn not to give up hope in ad- 


verſity, but invoking the divine 
aid, uſe our beſt endeavours to 


F 
| 


meliorate our condition; on the 


other hand, that in a proſperous 


ſtate of things we ſhould not be 


too confident, becauſe we ſeem 
62 


to 
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to have a favourable gale, a placid 
ſea, and the ſun ſhining upon us; 
for like the veſſels I have men- 
tioned, which, after leaving port 
with all theſe advantages, have 
been overtaken by the tempeſt 
and periſhed in the ſtorm, the ad- 
vantages of birth, fortune, friends, 
and abilities, may all prove in- 
ſufficient: you may fail in the 
moſt deſirable and commendable 
purſuits in life, while others, 
wanting at their outſet all theſe 
advantages, may finally attain the 
object of their purſuits; the one 
failing, perhaps, through - that 
negligence which ariſes from too 
much confidence in the advan- 

tages 
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tages they poſſeſs; the other ſuc- 
ceeding through that diligence 
and circumſpection which the 
conſciouſneſs of the want of every 


| other ad vantage naturally inſpires. 


You, my dear young vilitors, are 
perfect ſtrangers to me; your ta- 
mily, your connections, your ex- 
pectations, are equally ſo, but as 
often as recollection ſhall renew 
in your remembrance Hamlain 
and his rocky cell, remember thi IS 
advice— = 
« Neither let the advent 
with which you may begin life's 
voyage, lull you into confidence 
and negligence; _ | 
Nor the want of them de- 
C4 preſs 
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preſs your minds into hopeleſſneſs 
and inactivity ; but humble and 
moderate in proſperity; and firm 
and patient in adverſity, perſe- 
vere in that path which reaſon 
and juſtice point out, and then 
deſpair not of reaching your de- 
ſired port.“ 

This counſel, which appeared 


to flow with ſuch kindneſs and af- 
fection from the lips of Hamlain, 


made a deep imprefsion on the 


minds of his youthful auditory ; 


for, agreeable to the Squire's ad- 
vice, they had given him their 
moſt ſerious attention; and being 
at an age ſhortly to enter upon the 
great concerns of life, they had 


the 
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the good ſenſe to confidet that 
this was advice in which they 


were deeply intereſted ; and to 
Hamlain, who expreſſed a fear 


that he had tired their patience, 
they replied, that they had heard 
him with pleaſure, and were 
much indebted to him for ſo much 


kind concern for their welfare. 
« will now,” ſaid he, 4. 


you pleaſe, give you a ſhort 


ſketch of the improvements I 
have made ſince I have taken up 
my reſt in this quiet port; as by 
giving you a general view of the 


whole, you will better under- 


ſtand each pa as we come to it. 
4 * 
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In the firſt place, you will 


readily imagine that this grotto. 


was not always as complete as 
you now find it; it is true, it was 
always a ſpacious and commo- 
dious retreat from the ſudden 
ſhower, or the intenſe heat of 
the mid-day ſun, and theſe rocky 
ſeats were very convenient; and 
I ſpent many an agreeable hour 
in reading and contemplating in 
this place, hefore I conceived the 
idea of theſe improvements, and 
indeed the firſt thing that led me 
to them, was the ſteepneſs and 
ruggedneſs/of the road to it from 
my little habitation on the ſum- 


mit 


2 
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mit of theſe rocks. Some parts 
of the rock were almoſt perpen- 
dicular, and ſo high as to be dif- 
ficult to get up and down; ſeve- 
ral other obſtructions lay in the 
way, which were all made worſe 
by the running down of the wa- 
ter from the chinks and veins in 


the upper part of the hill; theſe 


made the clay and earthy parts 
of the aſcent very dirty and un- 
pleaſant, and the rocky parts, by 
being continually wet, were co- 
vered with a kind of moſſy vege- 
tation, which rendered them ſlip- 
pery and dangerous; neceſsity, 
then, firſt put me on remedying 


Icheſe inconveniences, which I 


did 


8 front of each, 'which I alſo faſ. 
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did by taking the advantage of lf 
the broad level places here and Ne 
there to form landings, and from I 
one to another of theſe, I either 
hewed the rock into ſteps, which 
was a work of much time- and 
labour, or cut ſteps in the earth 
and clay where it came. in the 
-courſe of my ſtairs, and ſecured 
them by a thick board in the 


tened by ſtakes driven into the 
round at each end of them. -- 

& This was, as I have ſaid, a 
long laborious taſk ; but it was inf p- 
this caſe, as it is in our purſuitſ pe 
after knowledge and virtue, every de 
impediment removed, every re- fe 
| | duction 


* 
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duction of the ruggedneſs of our 


own minds brings us one ſtep 


nearer to the ſummit of our 
wiſhes, and makes the remainder 


ſhorter and eaſier; ſo from every 


ſtep which I formed, I found aſ- 
fiſtance in going up and down, 
and theſe little fruits of my la- 
bout encouraged me to-perſevere. 
And having firſt ſurveyed the ſi- 
tuation of my ground, and deter- 
mined the poſition of each flight, 


I ſaw where each ſtep would fall 


in courſe, and began firſt on theſe 
parts which were my greateſt im- 
pediments in my paſſage up and 


down the declivity; and this N 


feems 10 a the propriety of - | 
5 examining of 


HAMEAIN; OR, 


examining well the means we have 
of attaining the object of our 
views; if wiſdom and virtue are 
theſe important objects, we ſhould 
firſt conſider well the helps and 
hindrances, the advantages and 
impediments, that our own minds 
afford; and by ſeeing how to im- 
prove the one, and correct or re- 
move the other, we ſhall ſave much 
time as well as labour, and render 
the taſk more eaſy and encourag- 
ing. Having at length effected 
the moſt neceſſary part of render- 
ing the communication more eaſy, 
I afterwards applied myſelf to. 
_ farther accommodations, improve- 

ments, and, laſtly, embelliſh+ 
ments; 
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ments: among the latter is the 
pavement of this grotto, which IL 
have raiſed an eaſy ſtep above the 
level of the ſandy area before it; 
ſome of the ſtony prominencies 
that are neareſt the walls, as you 
ſee, I have retained for feats; and 
two or three that ſtood up in 
the middle, I broke up with 
wedges, and afterwards hewed 
them down ſtill lower with a 
heavy hammer with one pointed 
end to it, with which I have per- 
formed all my operations on theſe 
rocky ſubjects; with the pieces 


Jof rock that I broke up, in the 
courſe of my labours, I formed 


this line in the front of the pave- 
* D ney i 
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ment; which, deen partly funk 
into the ground, keeps up the 
fand and earth, which I threw 
in to raiſe my floor, ſo that the 
| higheſt tides in the milder ſeaſons 
of the year never enter in here. 
Tafterwards collected, when I 
evuld beſt ſpare the time, a quan- 
tity of ſuitable black and white 
pebbles, of which I met with 
plenty, thrown up by the tide ; 
with theſe, as you ſee, I have 
 formed.thisdiamond-figured pave- 
ment, of black and white ſquares; 
% and I think,” ſays Squire Free- 
man, © it makes you a ſufficient 
compenſation for your labour ; 
for it has a moſt pleaſing effect ; 
and, 
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and, at the ſame time, by keep- 
ing out the tide, renders the apart- | 

ment drier and more pleaſing.” 
It is very beautiful, indeed,” ſaid 
Matilda, © and I have admired it 
very much,” ſaid the, “ ever ſince 
we came in, though I had not an 
opportunity of ſpeaking of it be- 


fore ; and I do think,” ſaid ſhe to 


her ſiſter Harriot, “ if I could tell 
how to procure the pebbles, T 
ſhould like to try my hand at a 
little ſpot of this kind of pave- 
ment in our garden.” „ Oh!“ 
ſays Harriot, Who was a fine 


ſprightiy girl, © we will procure 


them ſome how, and I wills Join 
you in the work; but we "muſt 
D 2 not 


not expect to come up to our 
pattern,” —“ This,” ſaid Hamlain, 
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„is à compliment, I muſt ac- 


Knowledge ; but I have no doubt 


of your ſucceſs, if you begin.” — 


„If we were on the ſpot,” ſaid 


Charles and Henry, © we ſhould 


tender you our. willing ſervices ; 
but you will ſcarcely be at a loſs 
in this reſpect; for it muſt be a 
pleaſing taſk to render any aſvsiſt- 
ance to Harriot and Matilda.” 
The girls bluſhed, while the Squire 
and Hamlain ſmiled at Charles 
and Henry's gaiety and polite- 
neſs. © I have little more to 


F: point out to you in this place,“ 
Jaid Hamlain, & except that T 
have 
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have here and there taken off 
ſome pointed projections from the 


ſides of the grot: the ſound of a 


ruſhing ſtream, that you muſt 
have heard, 1s a water-fall a few 
yards from hence, that is formed 
by collecting the oozings above, 
and directing them into reſervoirs. 
on the landings—the overflow= 
ings of which are finally led into 
that courſe, from whence they 
run down the ſloping ſhore into 
the ſea: thus theſe waters, as I. 
have told you, which were before 
a nuiſance, being thus reſtrained, 
and directed into proper channels, | 
are among the moſt uſefut and 
ornamental improvements of this 
=3- ſpot: 


12 
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ſpot — fis thus the uncontrolig 
overflowings of a quick and 
ſprightly imagination are often- 
times a nuiſance to others, and a 
diſcredit to the mind from which 
they proceed. But, under due 


limitation, and directed into a 


proper channel, they are at once 
pleaſant and profitable to ſociety, 
and highly honourable to the 
ſpring from whence they flow ; 
ſo that theſe inanimate ſtreams 
ſeem to me to utter, as they ruſh 
down the ſteep, intelligible ſounds 
in praiſe of early education and 
diſcipline : by which J would be 
_pndexſtoad to mean a reſpectful 


deference to the council and ex- 


Per ience | 
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perience of thoſe who wiſh you 
well, and alſo an implicit obe- 
dience to the voice of truth and 
reaſon in your own minds ; for 
theſe are faithful monitors, that 
will not permit you to run into 
error, without a caution ; or break 
through the limits of rectitude, 
propriety and decency, without 
incurring their juſt cenſure. To 


attend to theſe, is the way to 


happineſs and honour; to diſ- 
regard them, is the certain road 
to miſery and ſhame.” —.— 


Hamlain now led the way up 
the firſt flight of ſteps, which 


brought them to a very commo- 


dious landing, where they ſtopped 
>3oo1th : Juſt 
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juſt to breathe and take a fuller 
view of the ſea. The group of 
veſſels they had been amuſed 
with, was now more widely ſcat- 
tered, and from their diſtance 
had, apparently, laſt much of 
their ſize, ſome of the more diſ- 
tant ones having by this time 
reached the edge of the horizon. 
I have a little matter worth 
your notice on this landing,” ſaid 
Hamlain ; “ but it will be done to 
more advantage on our return ; 
which, if it ſhould eſcape my 
memory, I will thank you to re- 
mind me of.” 14) 
They were now proceeding up 
the ſecond flight, when. Hamlain 
directed 
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directed the attention of his vi- 
ſitors to ſeveral little tracks in 
the patches of earth interſperſed 
among the rocks, with ſome ſmall 
heaps of earth as fine as if they 
had been ſifted. Theſe tracks 
were as full of buſy little paſſen- 
gers as a country road on a mar- 
ket day.—“ Behold,” ſaid Ham- 
lain, „how inſtruction meets us 
at. almoſt every ſtep: theſe are 
the little teachers to whoſe ex- 
ample the wiſe man directs thoſe, 
who neglect the preſent oppor- 
tunity of making a proper pro- 
viſion for a time to come: Go 
to the ant,” ſays he to the ſlug- 
gard; “ conſider her ways, and 


—— — — — 
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be wiſe.” she, without guide, 
overfeer or ruler, layeth up her 
meat in due ſeaſon ; that is, with- 
out being driven to it by others, 
but prompted by her own pru- 
dence and forecaſt. She provides 


in the ſummer, when the weather 


is fine and admits of her going 


abroad, and at a time when the 


different plants are ſhedding their 
ſeeds on the ſurface of the earth; 
while there is ſomething to be 
gathered, and a ſuitable time to 


dr 


do it in, ſhe with great prudenceſſde 
and induſtry employs her time unſſ[e 
diligently collecting into herfſpr 
little ſtore-houſe a ſufficiency forflu 
her ſupport, — the cold andfpa 


ted! LOU! 
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le, flicdious months of winter, wherein 
er Ithe ground is frozen and covered 


ch-with ſnow, or flooded with rain, 


18, and when there is nothing to be 
ru-Ngathered, if ſhe could even bear 


des the inclemeney of the weather. 


herſ © How theſe little creatures,” 


ingifaid Hamlain, © that we paſs over 


theſſas unworthy our attention, excel 
1eirſlmany of us who boaſt of the ſu- 
Iperior powers of reaſon and re- 
lection ! How often do the chil- 


> tofidren of men, leſs wife and pru- 
nceWdent than theſe little inſects, neg- 
e inglect the due ſeaſon for making 


herfprovifion againſt a day of want; 


ſorſſuffering the ſummer of life to 


andfpaſs e the harveſt to be ended, 


lious 


and 
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and the winter to ſurpriſe them, 
for which they have not 85. 
thered.”” -- 

«© Theſe obſervations.” aid the 
Squire, © are very juſt and perti- 
nent ; and it is as juſt to acknow- 
ledge that we ſhould have paſſed 
over them without notice. I be- 
gin to feel the propriety of your 
remark, that nature is one large 
volume of inſtruction, and that in 
looking ſuperficially at the mere 
forms and colours of things, we 


ſcarcely ſee any thing, or are 


like thoſe who look into a bookfl 


whoſe language they are ſtran- 
gers to; they lay it down with- 
out receiving any benefit, though 


they 
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they may have met with here 
and there a picture to amuſe 
them. . "LD J's 

A few ſteps more brought them 
to the ſecond landing, where 
they were agreeably ſtruck with 
the beauty of every thing about. 
them; to the right hand it ex- 
tended about thirty yards in 
length, running from five yards 
to near ten in width, upon nearly 


a level, which, as well as ſuch _ 


parts of the ſloping ſides as were 
capable of it, were turned into 


beds of various plants and flowers 


in a ſtate of high cultivation, In 


the wideſt part was a kind of al- 


cove, ſcooped out of the rock 
2 1 with 3 
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with a great deal of labour. This 
was ſupplied with a form round 
it, on which Hamlain had placed 
ſome pots of flowers; but on the 
preſent occaſion, with the aſsiſt- 
ance of his youthful viſitors, theſe 
were ſoon removed, and placed 
in an equal range at each end of 
the alcove; which being done, 
preſented a commodious and de- 
lightful ſeat to the whole com- 
pany, which, at the invitation of 
Hamlain, they availed themſelves 


of, and ſeated themſelves, to en- 


joy at leiſure the pleaſures that 
ſurrounded them. In front of 
this alcove was a moderate- ſized 


baſon, in which was a fountain 
| that 
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that threw up a ſtrong and lofty 


ſtream, which, haying ſpent its 


force, folded over and deſcended, 


in a more broken and ſhowery 


form, into the baſon from which 
it appeared to iſſue. It was the 
overflowing of this baſon, that, 
joined with ſome other trickling 


ſtreams that Hamlain had united 


to it in its paſſage down the hill, 
formed the waterfal he had no- 
ticed to them, the ſound of which 
was nicely mellowed in its aſcent 
to this place. The fragrant ſmell 
of the flowers that adorned this 
delightful ſpot the animated ap- 
pearance of the bickering foun- 
tain— the murmuring of the tide 
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and ruſhing caſcade - with the 
extenſive watery plain before 
them, enlivened with the ſight 
of the ſhipping, not yet out of 


view—preſented thoſe charms. 


which afforded them a copious 
theme of praiſe and admiration. 
Hamlain then pointed out to 
them the particular circumſtances 
and ſituation. of the plan. | 
Lou may obſerve,” ſays he, 
* that the general aſpect of the 
ſhore is a little to the north-weſt; 
but in this part the declivity 
behind, running out conſiderably 
to the weſt, forms a very large 
cove with an aſpe& nearly 
ſouthern, and defended, all the 
way 
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way up to the ſummit, from the 
north and north-weſt winds, is 
a very favourable circumſtance, 
which has greatly encouraged 


my efforts in theſe improvements. 
In the winter, when the fea 


is daſhing againſt the ſhore with 
great fury ; and it is almoſt im- 
poſsible to ſtand againſt the vio- 


lence of the wind and the ſe- 


verity of the air in ſuch a bleak 
expoſure as the other parts of the 
beach ; yet it is then mild in this 
ſheltered ſpot; and when the 
weather is a little fine, as it ſome- 


times is in winter at mid-day, it 


is even pleaſant here. Wherever 
it could be done to advantage, 


3. and 
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and the beds of earth afforded an 
opportunity for it, I have planted 
ſcreens of hardy ever-greens, 
which, as they come forward, 
give a more retired effect to the 


whole, as well as a due portion 


of ſhade from the mid-day ſun. 
Theſe matters were attended to 
in a very early ſtage of theſe im- 
provements ; and time has made 
conſiderable progreſs in com- 
pleting what I could only begin, 
and truſt to him to perfect; their 
growth has been ſucceſsful ; and, 
by here and there intercepting 
the view of the ſea, particularly 
in our aſcent from one landing to 
another, it opens atreſh on our 


ſight 
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n © fight more agreeably; and to 
d ſhew how much the defects of 
s, nature may be helped by applica- 
d, tion and labour, where the rock 
ie had no lodgments or intercepting 
In beds of earth, I raifed borderings 
n. of ſtone, and filled the cavities 
to with good mold. It is in this 
n- manner that many of the beds are 
de formed on this plat, and the one 
n- above it; the borders at the foot 
in, of this perpendicular part of the 
ir ¶ cave, againſt which I have planted 
d, and trained theſe vines, are moſt- 
ng ly formed of this borrowed ſoil ; 
iy and you ſee how they flouriſh ; 
to and, by the favour of a ſouthern 
ur aſpect and the reflection of the 
bt rocks 
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rock, they ripen to admiration: 
I will gather you ſome bunches; 
and you ſhall judge for yourſelve 
of their flavour.“ 


Here Charles and Henry beg gged 


he would fit ſtill, and permit 
them to ſave him that trouble.— 
He thanked them for their po— 


liteneſs, and deſired them not to 


ſpare, and be ſure to take the 
ripeſt and bcit bunches they 
could find; “and if you will juſt 
raiſe up that piece of mat at the 
end of the border,” ſaid he, © you 
will find a little chip baſket to 
put them in.” They ſoon filled 
their baſket; and, returning, 
Charles reſpectfully preſented it 

2; 00 


Hamlain's vines, which, they 
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to Hamlain, who deſired he would 
tbe ſo kind as to hand it to 


the Squire, and then go round 
with it. After taſting them, 
Indeed,“ fays Squire Freeman, 
* your labour and application has 


been wonderful; but it is richly 


repaid by fuch fruit as this!“ 
The young people, too, were no 
eſs liberal in the praifes they be- 


ſtowed on the delicious fruit of 


thought, ſurpaſſed all 91 7 had 
taſted before 


While they were thus partak- 
ing of thoſe unlooked-for deli- 
cacies in ſuch a place, Hamlain, 


whoſe thoughts were ſtill bent 


upon 
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upon impreſsing the minds of his 
youthful viſitors with a juſt ſenſe 
of the importance of this ſeaſon 
of their lives, as the time for lay. 


ing the firſt foundation of the mot 


important acquiſitions of ſcience, 
prudence, and virtue, took an oc- 
caſion now of drawing a little in- 
ſtruction from thoſe vines whoſe 
fruit they were taſting with ſo 
much pleaſure and approbation. 

„It is with much pleaſure,” 


ſaid Hamlain, © I have heard you 


commend the pleaſing appear- 
ance of theſe vines, and the deli- 
cacy of their fruit. But theſe 
fruitful vines, thus trained againſt 
the ſides of the rock, what would 

| they 
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they ſoon be, if left to them- 
ſelves: if the uſeleſs and exube- 
ant branches were not pruned 
pff, they would ſoon rob the fruit 
f its nouriſhment; and if the 
ine was neglected on the ground, 
ts redundant leaves and branches 
would prevent the free acceſsion 
the ſun and air, ſo neceſſary to 
ature and ripen the fruit, it 
ould neither be ſo beautiful nor 
rofitable as thus trained and 
ultivated ; ſometimes nipping off 
ren fruit buds themſelves, that 
y limiting their quantity, the 
mes may preſerve their ſtrength, 
nd the quality of the fruit be 
nproved, , 


No 
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« Now the vine, in this point 
of view, ſeems to bear a ſtrong 
reſemblance to the mind of man, 
which in youth is like this luxu- 
riant plant, throwing out, on 
every ſide, the exuberant branches 
of lively imagination, and thei 
quick ſucceſsion of ſprightly ſal | 

lies, extravagant conceptions, and 
wild ideas; theſe, like the ſhoot] ! 
ings of the neglected vine, would ! 
c 

0 

a 


„„ 


ſoon over-run, thade, and deprive 
of nouriſhment the fair fruits i 
genius, reaſon, and all the othe 
endowments of the mind, which | 
at is ſo deſirable to cultivate. t 
How wile, then, and amiable] a 
it is in youth, cheerfully to attend tl 
10 
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int! to the precepts, and ſubmit to 
eff thoſe reſtraints and prohibitions 
an, of their parents, friends, and 
xu- tutors, who in all they ſay and 
do are influenced by no other 
motives than the pureſt affection 
and diſintereſted love ; and, aided 
by experience, which perhaps 
they have dearly bought, they 
lay on you their injunctions, pro- 
hibitions, and reſtraints, only in 
order to prune and train the ſhoots 
of that far nobler, more import- 
ant vine, your minds: a chear- 
nell ful ſubmiſsion, then, to all that 
they require or adviſe, is reaſon- 

ably ably due to their love and au- 
end thority over you, as well as to 
t — their 


\ ö 
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their years and experience; and 
we ſeldom or ever. fee an in- 
{tance of a headſtrong and ſtub- 
born diſregard of theſe efforts of 
paternal affection, or friendly in- 
terference, but ultimately thoſe 
wild vines, to continue the com- 
pariſon, fall into neglect and con- 
tempt on account of their fruit: 
leſs lives, and unpleaſing, becauſe 
uncultivated, manners. 

But, from the favourable opi- 
nion I have of you, my young 
friends,“ ſaid Hamlain, “ I truſt, 
no part of theſe remarks can ap- 
ply to yau in the form of cen: 
ſure ; but as caution, I am well 
aſſured, they can do no hurt to 


2 any; 
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any; and your good ſenſe, I am 
perſuaded, will readily accept 
them as the tokens of an old 


man's love.” 

The Squire faid, that he be- 
leved he could with as much 
ſatety as pleaſure confirm the fa- 
vourable opinion he had enter- 
tained of the young folks :--- 
„But,“ ſaid he,*I heartily concur 
in opinion with you, fir, that, as 
caution, they will do well to trea- 
ſure up thoſe remarks which you 
have fo kindly addreſſed to their 
notice ; and I am alfo happy in 
believing that they have the good 
ſenſe to conſider them as a token 
of your very great regard to 

F 2 them; 
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them; which is very greatly .en- 
hanced by —_ being entire 
ſtrangers to you.“ | 
I have no merit to lay claim 
to,“ ſaid Hamlain, „ on this 
{core ; for when I look on fine 
and promiſing youths like theſe, 
I view them like fair and tender 
ſhoots, that are deſigned to fill up 
our places that muſt ſoon drop off; 
and it 1s a debt due to thoſe who 
are to form the ſucceeding gene- 
ration, to do all that lies in our 
power to give them a right bias 
now, hoping that they may con- 
tinue it to the cloſe of their 
day.” 
« But,” ſaid the old gentle- 
man, 
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man, riſing up as nimbly as if his 
agreeable company had made 
him forget his years; “ I have 
got ſomething more here to en- 
tertain you with:“ On this, tak- 
ing Harriot and Emma by the 
hand, he conſigned them to 
Charles and Henry; and, taking 
hold of Matilda's hand, he led 
them a few paces from the foun- 
tain, directing them to look the 
contrary way till he ſpoke to 
them, which would only be a few 
ſeconds: they accordingly did ſo, 
the Squire remaining ſeated in 
the arbour. Hamlain, immedi- 
ately ſtooping down, turned a 
cock, and inſtantly the fountain 

7 3 ceaſed ; 
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ceaſed; but the noiſe of the Wa- 
terkal increaſed ſo much, that 
without waiting for the ſignal, 
they all turned round at once as 
if they had received an electrical 
ſhock. | 5 
The Squire, whom Hamlain 
apprized of what he was going to 
do, directed his attention to the 
young people, whoſe ſurprize was 
very diverting; they had gained 
ſomething in ſound, and they had 
loſt ſomething as to ſight, but 
they could not at firſt account for 
either; and their ſurprize was not 
a little amuſing. At length Har- 
riot exclaims, What is become 
of the fountain? — Aye! the 
fountain.“ 


—— 
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fountain,” ſays another, “ that is 
it. —“ We could not think,” 


ſaid the reſt, « what it was that 


made ſuch a difference.“ What 
a great loſs it is,“ ſaid Matilda, 
the place would have been very 
delightful, even as it is; if we had 
not ſeen the fountain before, we 
ſhould not have known what a 


deficiency it was to be without 


"; 

66 This is well obſerved, Ma- 
tilda,” ſaid Hamlain; * it is thus, 
perhaps, with almoſt all the be- 


neſits and pleaſures of life: we do 


not properly value them, till by 
ſome means we are deprived of 
them; then we learn their value 

from 
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from their loſs: it is thus with 
health; when interra pted by ſick- 
neſs we eſteem it as an ineſtima- 
ble Jewel; when tormented with 
acute pain, what would we not 
give for eaſe; time, that to ſome 
people ſeems an inſupportable 
load, when running out its few 
remaining ſands, when apparently 
but a few moments are behind, 
theſe that have been fo cruelly 
burdened with it, would give the 
whole world to recal a ſmall por- 
tion of it: it would be wile to 
endeavour then to make ourſelves 
acquainted with the value of every 
thing we polleſs, by frequently 


querying. with ourlſelyes how we 
could 
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could bear with the loſs of it; 
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. this would probably aſsiſt us in I 
h making a right uſe of things, 1 
t while we are favoured with them. ö 
5 « But I was going to ſhew you | 
fe bat this fountain 1s not wholly a- © j 
| patter of ornament and delight. lf 
y If you recollect, I intimated to 1 
d, Jou, that as the Water that ran [| 
ly down 1n all directions was a nul= |} 1 
\ (ance before it was reſtrained and i 
5 directed into a proper channel, ſo | 
5 it was uſeful as well as ornamen- 
tal when thus limited: I am now i 


going to give you an inſtance of 


ry . o - | , 
0 it.“ On this, taking a leather 
* pipe and fixing it to a braſs one 


14 Nhat ſtood out a little by the _ 
b 


70 - HAMLAIN; OR, 


8 


— 


of the baſon, and taking the pipe 
by the other end, he turned the 

cock by which he had ſtopped 

the fountain; the water immedi- 

ately ruſhing into the leather pipe, 
he directed it in a copious ſhower 

(which was made by paſsing þ 

through the noſſel of a watering ; 

pot) over every part of the garden c 

at pleaſure: with this the com- 

pany was highly pleaſed, eſpeci- 10 

ally, when after turning the cock, 

the pipe was taken away, and the 

fountain reſtored; which ſeemed 
more welcome from its abſence 

and temporary ſuſpention. By 

theſe artificial ſhowers the verdure 

of the plants was heightened, and 
| the 
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the fragrance of the flowers much 
ancrelted _ 

« You: ſee, now,“ ſaid Ham- 
lain, © how uſeful theſe waters 
are, which at firſt ſeemed ſo un- 
favourable a circumſtance; in- 
deed,” ſays he, © they are ſo in- 
diſpenſably neceſſary, that in this 


ſunny aſpect, and with ſuch ſhal- 


low beds of earth, if it were not 


for this opportunity of frequently 
the plants 


watering the earth, 
would ſoon languiſh and wither 
away : it is juſt fo with the fair 
plants of ſcience and virtue; 
though th ey may have attained, 
as it were, to a conſiderable 
growth and promiſe much fruit, 

yet 
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4 | yet if we neglect to refreſh thets 
"= by frequently recurring to ſuch 
Fl precepts, examples, and practices, 
as tend to cheriſh and promote 
their growth, they muſt ſoon, 
like unwatered plants, wither tor 
want of nouriſhment, 

„% We will now,” faid Ham- 
lain, if it is agreeable, proceed 
to the next landing; from whence 
this fountain is ſupplied.” They 
accordingly followed their guide 
up the next aſcent, which, like 
the others, was as much as poſs: 
ble ſcreened from the view of the 
ſea by various ſhrubs till they 
came to the next landing, where 

opening a freſh upon their ſight i 
appeared 
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appeared like a new ſcene, and 
conſequently was the more plea- 
fing; for the eye, as well as the 
fancy, is pleaſed with variety. 
Here they recognized their old 
acquaintances, the ſhips that ſtill 
hovered in fight, though widely : 
ſcattered and much diminiſhed by 
their diſtance. Having ſatisfied 
themſelves with this freſh view 
of the ſea; they turned to 
notice this landing; to which 
the verdure and vegetation below, 
as well as its beauties, were ſo 
much indebted. This landing 
was nearly as ſpacious as the one 
below; and, like it, was ſſcirted 


with a range of plants that ſerved 


G to 
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to encloſe and make it more re. 
tired. At the end of this plat 
was an arbour formed of twigs, 
interwoven and arched over at 
the top; about which was trained 
a beautiful honeyſuckle, which 
was then in full bloom and af. 
forded a delightful ſmell: the 
whole length of this was one 
continued rock, over which was 
a thick bed of carth; which, with 
the brambles and other buſhes it 
gave nouriſhment to, at once 
adorned its brow and afforded a 
place of rendezyous to a variety 
of birds, who (inſpired with con- 
fidence from their experienced 
ſafety, and unmoleſted poſſeſsion 

b 5 of 


nience, I cut this lloping channel 
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of the/ ſoot they had choſen) 
mingled their fearleſs notes in a 
wild but pleaſing concert. 
« Now,” ſaid Hamlain, you 
ſee the ſource of that water, the 
pleaſantneſs and utility of which 
you ſaw and admired ſo much 
below; you perceive that it con- 
tinually ſtreams through the dif- 
ferent chinks and open parts of 
the ſtrata above the rock; in ſome 
places iſſuing out pretty freely, 
in others not ſo plentifully, but 
in ſufficient quantity to overflow 
the deſcent, and keep it continu- 
ally unpleaſant and dangerous. 
In order to remedy this inconve- 
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in the rock, which you ſee con- 
ducts it to the end of this plat; 
and tlien leading it into this re- 
ſervoir, at once ornaments this 
landing and is the head which 
ſupplies the fountain below by a 


pipe placed a little beneath the 
ſurface of the water, and paſs: 


ing under the bottom of the ſhal- 
low pond below, which turning 
up in the middle of it, forms the 
fountain; the overtlowings of 


which (as I ſhewed you) in run- 


ning down the ſteep, and uniting 
with ſome other ſtreams in its 


paſſage, conſtitute the waterfall: 
ſo that you now lee the connec- 
tion and dependence of the whole. 


i 


{ 
a 
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It is thus, as we riſe higher in 
our attainments of wiſdom and 
virtue, we become better ac- 
quainted with the beautiful con- 
ſiſtency, connection, and har- 
mony, that ſubſiſts through the 
whole; and I believe it is thus 
we ſhall, when raiſed to a higher 
point of view than this terraque- 
ous ball, admire the beautiful 
harmony of united wiſdom, juſ- 
tice, and mercy, in the now 
myſterious and unſearchable —_ 
of God to man. 

„ This place, like that below, 
was not ſufficiently covered with 
ſoil to make beds for the flowers 
and ſhrubs without having re- 
6 3 courſe 
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courle to toreign aid; and I have 
toiled many an haur to make it 
what it is.“ 

„ That you certainly muſt have 
done,“ {aid Squire Freeman; “ but 
the beauty of this and every other 
part of the aſcent makes you li- 
beral amends for your paſt la. 
bours; yet, I can readily per- 
ceive that theſe beauties muſt 
furniſh work for every day, and 
that it 1s not a little attention and 
labour that is requiſite to Keep it 
to what it is.“ 

 « Your obſervation i 18 very right 
fir,” ſaid Hamlain, and I ſome- 
times eme to eke to my- 
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will aſſume when Hamlain is no 
more.“ — T he utterance of theſe 
words'ſpread a preceptable gloom 
over the countenances of his 
youthtul viſitors, nor was the 
Squire himſelf unaftected with the 
ſound: the time they had ſpent _ 
in his company was not very long, 


yet was it long enough to endear 
him too much to their feeling 


minds to hear, without emotion, 
the chilling found oft—Hamlain 


is no more. — He proceeded ; 


« Theſe beds of beauteous flowers 


will ſoon be overrun with weeds 


that will ſmother the finer plants: 
the vines, grown heavy for want 
of pruning, breaking the ſlen- 
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"i and decayed ſhreds, will fall 
and lie confuſed and matted on 
the ground; their fruit not worth 
gathering: the crumbling ſoil will 
fall into, and choak my little 
aqueduct; it will then run over as 
before, and flowing down 1n every 


part, the ſteps, then flooded and 
overgrown with moſs, will be as 


lippery and dangerous as ever; 
the fountain will then ceaſe, 
whoſe ſportive iſſue now is ſo de- 
lighting: in ſhort, wildneſs, dif- 
order, and wretchedneſs, made 
worſe by the recollection of 
former beauties, ſhall then meet 
th e pained eye of the beholder; 


this is, to be ſure, a painful pic- 
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ture, but only transfer it to a 
n once- cultivated mind fallen into 
h WW neglect, and then judge of the 
painful ſenſations of thoſe whoſe 
le delight was its former cultivation.“ 
as I cannot bear this thought,” 
aid Harriot, with an honeſt 
d Mwarmth, “I could almoſt find in 
as MW my heart to come and take care 
of theſe delighttul improvements 
myſelf, rather than they ſhould 
thus fall to decay.” 4 

„I hope my fair viſitors,” ſaid 
Hamlain, „ will be better em- 
ployed. —< How, fir?” replied 
Harriot, with her accuſtomed 
lrankneſs. {7 | 


i By 
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Buy nghtly applying,” faid 
the venerable old man, “ the ex. 
ample that theſe improvements 
of this ſteep and rugged rock 
point out to you: firſt, as to your: 
ſelves, in which I am ready, 
from what I have thus far ob- 
ſerved, to believe much credit isa. 
your due; and in which com. Ay 
mendation, I believe theſe hope-Wt! 
ful young men alſo are entitled tof]!tt 
a conſiderable ſhare. In the ſe· Im 
cond place, in regard to thoſe who 
may probably in a very few yea 
cling to your ſides, or climb your 
knees, and, ſmiling in your faces 
utter the endearing ſound of-Ato 
| motherſtc: 
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mother :—nay, there is no need 
to bluſh; theſe are events to be 
looked forward to, and with the 
wiſe determination of acquiring 
every attainment that may con- 
duce to the right performance of 
ſo arduous and important a duty 
as that of a mother:—it is then 
you will find enough to do to hew 
the rugged rock, and form thoſe 
ſteps by which their youthful 


minds muſt mount to every vir- 


tue: it is then that you will find 
employ ſufficient in reſtraining, 
and leading into proper channels, 
the effuſions of their active minds; 
to train theſe tender vines, and 


Ficach their young ideas how to 


ſhoot; 
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ſhoot; to prune and ſtrip them 
of redundant growth. Theſe las 
bours, not leſs arduous, but of 
infinitely more importance, than 
thoſe which have now amuled 
and pleaſed you, are the concerns 
which, in the moſt important 
ſtage of them, fall within the mo- 
ther's province; and much of the 
caſt and diſpoſition of the next 
generation, depends upon the 
wiſe and prudent, or 1gnorant and 
unſkilful, management of the! 
mothers. How highly necetlar 
is it then, for the female part o 
ſociety to labour fo to cultivate 
their own minds, that they may be 
property qualified to acquit them 

ſelves 
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ſelves, in this momentous con- 


cern, to their own credit and that 
of their tender offspring? If the 
converſation and engagements of 
mothers be light, trifling, and 
inſipid, we may expect the riſing 
generation to conſiſt of tops and 
fribbles; if, on the other hand, 


their converſation and deport- 


ment be, as it will where the 
mind 1s well informed, diſcreet, 
ſenſible, and dignified, we may 
then expect to ſee the riſing ge- 
neration of our native land ho- 
noured by ſurrounding nations; 
a credit to themſelves, and a cre- 
dit to thoſe who have given them 
more than birth in a guarded, 


H wiſely 
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wiſely conducted, early educa, 
tion. And though this may ap. 
pear like laying too much {treſ 
on the influence of maternal con- 
duct in the initiatory part of their 
education, I believe, that an at- 
tentive obſerver may often trace 
the good or bad ſucceſs of thoſe 
who are charged with its comple- 
tion to this ſource. Nor is the 
effect of female influence con- 
fined only to the maternal ſtate; 
for it is the pride of young men 
to be the objects of female appro- 
bation. Now, if the minds of 


the greateſt portion of the female 
members of any ſociety or body 


of people are ſhallow, weak, and 
frivolous; 
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frivolous, wholly bent upon ſu- 
perficial and perſonal decoration, 
ſeeking only to attract the devoirs 
of folly to the ſhrine of vanity, 
what a negle& muſt this produce 
in the other ſex, of every thing 
that conſtitutes maſculine excel- 
lence and dignity. It is with you 
then, ye fair, more perhaps than 
ye may be aware of, to fix, by 
the ſtamp of your example and 
approbation, the current manners 
of the age; before marriage, by 
your diſcretion and wiſdom in 
what you ſanction with your de- 


E cifive approbation; and after mar- 
nage, by your maternal prudence 


and management of thoſe tender 
minds that, like the ſoftened wax, 
1 2 are 
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are to receive from you their firſt 
impreſsions. But my concern for 
the preſent and ſucceeding g gene- 
rations, has led me to expatiate 
much wider in this moral field 
than I intended ; I ſhall now re- 
turn to this ſpot once more, after 
aſking. your excule for this intru- 
ſion on your patience,” 
« I ſhould be ſorry,” aid 
Squire Freeman, © to ſuppoſe that 
my fair friends had ſo little dif- 
cernment, as not to perceive the 
importance and juſtneſs of theſe 
remarks; or ſo inattentive to the 
beſt intereſts of themſelves and 
ſociety, as not to treaſure them 
up in the ſtorehouſe of their me- 
mories for che regulation of their 
future 
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before, that I have any thing to 
charge them with ; but, on the 


contrary, believe that they are 


entitled to much praife; but I 


hope they will regard theſe obſer- 


rations as counſel of the utmoſt 
The fair youths 
replied only by their looks, which 
were ſufficiently indicative of mo- 


importance.” 


deſty and reſpectful deterence. _ 


„ am now going,” ſaid Ham- 


hin, to try your ſkill a little in 
that way of viewing objects that 
I recommended to you as ſo in- 
ſtructive and profitable; I mean, 
that of endeavouring to find in 


them ſome analogy, reference, or 
* com- 


H 3 


future conduct; not, as I ſaid 


— 
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compariſon, to human circum- 


ſtances and affairs, ſo as to gather 
ſome inſtruction and amuſement 
from the diſcovery, I wiſh you, 


therefore, to look attentively, and 


ſee if you can diſcover any thing 
that has ſuch a tendency. I will 
give you this for a kind of clue, 
that the object I have in view is a 
very ſimple one, and _ likely 
to eſcape your notice.“ 

After looking round for ſome 
time without being able to deter- 
mine upon any things they ſaid 
they muſt beg the favour of Ham- 
lain to point it out to them; for 
they had, as they thought, con- 
ſidered every thing without being 

any 


A of ant -- (ned 


a faint idea of the matter: but 
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any nearer a diſcovery of wha 
they were ſeeking. 


« Ah!” ſays Hamlain, T 


hardly expected you would no- 


tice fo trifling an object; but, if 


you look towards the end of the 
channel, you will perceive there 
is a part of the rock that juts out 
a little, and from which there 
proceeds a conſtant ſucceſsion of 
ſingle drops.“ They faid they 


law it; and, by their looks, 


ſeemed to fay, how came we to 
overlook this; but ſtill they ac- 


knowledged their dullneſs with 


refpect to the application: “ yet, 
I think,” ſaid Matilda, „I have 


on 


* 
. 
: 
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on the invitation of Hamlain to 
expreſs her ſentiments, ſhe mo- 
deſtly declined it; as ſhe ſaid it 
might only deprive the company 
of his more uſeful remarks; — 
« but,” ſaid ſhe, © I will name 
it in confidence to Emma, and 
when you have done, fir, ſhe ſhall 
be at _— if the thinks proper, 


to name it.“ 


* That uw very watts; by FIR 


Hamlain; and ſo ſaid the Squire. 


« If you follow theſe drops to 
the place of their deſcent,” con- 


tinued he, “you will then diſco- 


ver that leſſon of inſtruction which 


you have overlooked ; but I don't 


wonder at it, laid he, I fre- 
* quently 
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quently detect theſe ſilent moni- 
tors after having often overlooked 
them, and then I am ſurprized at 
myſelf that did not diſcern them 
ſooner; and next to that infor- 
mation which I derive from a 
more ſacred fountain, I eſteem 
theſe that meet me at every turn. 
I need not point out to you that 
hole in the rock, which is occa- 
toned by this inceſſant dropping; 
and I think I ſee by Matilda's 
ſignificant look at Emma, that 
ſhe was right in her conjecture. 
Now, if we were to place a 
ſmooth ſtone under this dropping, 
and leave it there from the firſt 


dawning of the morning-light 
till 


| 
| 
| 
[ 
| | 


the continued dropping of a whole 


is as arithmetically demonſtrable, 
that if one drop give nothing, 
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till the duſky evening, we ſhould II 
not be able to perceive any dif. It 
ference in the ſtone; yet, if ths; 
ſucceſsive dropping have pro- Ir 
duced no real effect in one day, ſv 
it will not produce any in a thou- ſv 
ſand years; for, if nothing be f 
multiplied a thouſand times, it In 
will be nothing ſtill; nay, more, ſr 
if (by the ſame reaſoning) every le 
ſingle drop does not make ſome tr 
impreſsion upon the rock or ſtone, in 


day will (not only apparently but 
really) contribute nothing; for it I 


ten thouſand drops will give now. 
more 
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if- time. Now what a ſilent but 
vis powertul admonition and encou-. 
o- ragement to perſeverance is this; 
y, when we conſider that that drop 
v- which (repeating its inceſſant ef- 
be fects through the long ſpace of a 
it whole ſummer's day) has left no 
riſible impreſsion, no perceptible 
effect, yet has, nevertheleſs, con- 
tributed ſomething towards pierc- 
ing the rock that receives it, let 
us be encouraged then from fo 

ſtriking an example to perſevere | 
it in every laudable and rational 
purſuit; and not to ſuffer our- 
Iſelves to be diſcouraged, becauſe 
we cannot all at once perceive 
Ore | | any 
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any effect from our application, 
or immediately diſcover the pro- 
greſs we are making in ſcience ot 
virtue; but perſevere with unte- 
mitting diligence, and deſpair 
not of ultimate ſucceſs—remem: 
bering the words of the ancients, 
who thought this ſtriking leſſon 
not unworthy a place among thei 
wiſe and ſententious adages; 


i : - NC 
% Conſtant dropping wears away ſtones ;" 


and which ſenfence, if I have 
any 1kill in the language of the 
countenance, was at Matilda! 
tongue's end; * to which Matilde 
ow aſſented. W 
« 1 think, 
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"4 think, po. e ed Ham- 
lain, “ I recollect an inſtance in 
which this was well exemplified, 
and as well contraſted, in the 
conduct of two brothers. 

„ Perſeverus, which was the 
name of the younger, was a 
youth of plain good ſenſe, and 
agreeable perſon and manners; 
but his memory was not ſo reten- 
tire, his apprehenſion ſo ready, 
„nor his imagination ſo lively or 
ſprightly, as that of his brother. 


nad Hilarius, which was the 


thahame of the elder, was of a per- 
Ida Hon and air more attractive, but 
tild: not more agreeable than Perſe- 

Perus; his memory was very re- 
nk, 1 tentive, 


and his imagination ſprightly and 
animated : but naturally inatten- 
tive, and habitually confident in 
his natural endowments, appli. 


ſtrangers; what little he did rea 
he retained, and it ſerved ta de 
cCeive himſelf and others with 


on diſadvantages, ſeemed t 


. gence and application were ind 
fatigable; and he never reſted ti 


: 


language contributed not a hitl 


os - HAMLAIN; * 
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ative, his apprehenſion 01 2 quick 


cation and Hilarius were intin 


ſuperficial knowledge, to whic 
the facility and floridneſs of hy 


« Perſeyerus, conſcious of h 


haye had this encouraging aday 
conſtantly in view, for his dil 


| 


* 
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he made himſelf completely 
maſter of whatever he undertook, 
and he ſeldom or ever loſt what 
he had thus laboriouſſy acquired. 
« Their father, who, though 
not very rich, had ſufficient to 
live in a very reſpectable manner, 
and. could fpare enough to enable 
them to commence with credit 
and a fair proſpect the profeſsion 
he had in his mind marked out for 
them, and to which his connec- 
tions gave an additional proſpect 
of ſucceſs; preparatory to this, 
.Y ſent them to an eminent ſemi- 
F nary, in order to give them an 
{education ſuited to their intended 
I ſtations. - 
12 „Their 


——— 
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« Their conduct here contri- 


buted much to fix the future dif- 
tinction of their lives. | 
„ Hilarius, depending upon hi 
natural abilities, gave up a great 
part of his time to ſuch amuſe— 
ments and unprofitable purſuits 
as others were in the habit of, 
whoſe expectations were turned 
more to what their parents could 
give them, than to that improve- 
ment they were placed there for, 
His exerciſes in every branch of 
literature, attached to his future 
profeſsion, were driven to the 
laſt moment, and then lightly | 
ſkimmed over in ſuch a manner 
that they barely paſſed examina» If 
tion, 


FW WT ä 
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tion, and ſometimes not without 
cenſure; but this, the gaiety and 


thoughtleſsneſs of Hilarius eaſily 


got over, as well as the kind and 
modeſt hints of his brother, who 
often told him of the impropriety 
of his conduct, and the impoſsi- 
bility of qualifying himſelf for 


his intended profefsion if he con- 


tinued this-negligence. 
ce Perſeverus, on the other 


hand, purſued his ſtudies with 


unremitting attention; acquitted 


himſelf to the perfect ſatisfaction 


of his tutors; and if ever he did 
fall a little ſhort in his allotted 
exerciſe, which was ſeldom the 


caſe, they knew it was not for | 
13 want | 


* \ | 4 
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which they kindly explained and 


1 CAS 
Pg 
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want of application, but from 
the occurrence of ſome difficulty, 


obviated, and which he as grate- 
fully acknowledged, and then 
went on with encreaſing ardour; 
and had at laſt the ſatisfaction of Wc 
finding himſelf perfectly maſter Y! 
of all that theory and ſtudy could ſc 
contribute. towards future prac-{ 
tice, and viewed the approaching Il 
time of their removal with that In 


pleaſing hope, which his ſucceſs- I 


ful application naturally inſpired. In 

„ Hilarius began to reflect ade 

little, as the time drew near in pr 
which they muſt leave this place 

of preparatory ſtudy and exerciſe, ſſ 
| ON 
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on the little improvement he had | 
made in thoſe ſtudies which were | 
ſo intimately connected with his | 
intended profeſsion; but theſe 
thoughts were ſoon banithed by 
the appearance of a chearful 
companion, or the confidence in 
his own abilities when he ſhould 
come to take the matter up more 
ſeriouſly, conſoling himſelf not a 
little in the conſideration of his 
hat not being wholly dependent on 
efs- iis profeſsion, as his father's purſe 
ed. Imight make up the deficiency—a 
N 2 dependance which has often 
in proved fatal to youth, 
ace] In ſhort, having completed 
11e, the time of . at this place, 
on * op 
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they w were ſent for home to ſpend a 
few weeks at their father's, and en- 
joy the company of their friends; I 

after which, they were each off 
them placed with profeſsional men I. 
of great eminence, in order to give} 
them an inſight and introduction Nc 
into the practical part: in this 
ſituation their conduct was fill 
marked with a ſtriking difference, 

« Perſeverus, previouſly well 
grounded in the theoretic rudi- 
ments, unremittingly directed his: 
attention to every thing that in 
tended to fit him for practice; 
and this was rendered eaſy anda; 
familiar to him by the previous 0 
foundation he had wiſely laid. ro 

e Lilarws 
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ia © Hilarius, on the other hand, 
n- I was a ſtranger to both; and how- 
Is; erer bright and prompt his capa- 


ol Weity was to catch up a ſudden and 


en ſuperficial knowledge of things, 


ive Where, where nothing ſhort of a 
on Ncloſe and deep inveſtigation of 


hs the moſt. abſtruſe ſubjects. could 


nclination to effect it: he did, 
indeed, make ſome faint efforts 
towards redeeming his mis- ſpent 
me; but the more he viewed 
he taſk before him, the more he 
ras diſguſted with it; and though 
ie kept up the appearance of a 
. Profeſsional ſtudent, he came to 
ius the 
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avail him, he found he had all to 
do at once, and neither time nor 
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the reſolution in his own mind of 


quitting it the firſt opportunity— 
though he ſometimes could not 
help anticipating his father” s dif- 
pleaſure. 

Perſeverus now "ii to 
think of entering into the public 
exerciſe of his Pute Ref accord- 
ingly, by his father's aſsiſtance, 
he took a convenient houſe in an 
eligible ſituation, and laid him- 
felf out as much as poſsible for 
opportunities of practice; in this 
he was favoured by fome reſpec 
table connections of his father's, 
- who had regarded with pleaſure 
his ſucceſsful aſsiduity, : and were 
not wanting when their regom 
mendation 
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mendations could have any influ- : 
ence ; and Perſeverus ſoon con- 
vinced them their partiality to 
him was not miſplaced ; for he 
very ſoon had an opportunity of 
diſplaying his abilities, and giv- 
ing convincing proofs that he was 
completely maſter of every ſub- 
ject that came under his notice; 
his proſpects became every day 
more promiſing, while Hilarius, 


on the other hand, diſappointed 


in his ſanguine expectations of 
ipcedily attaining every neceſſary 
qualification by the mere ſtrength 
of ſuperior talents, at firſt felt the 
ſtings of remorſe; but ſoon over- 
coming this, he ſunk into the 
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boon companion of ſome fellow 
ſtudents of his own deſcription. 


Their father, who was highly 


pleaſed at Perſeverus's ſucceſs, 
was alſo not a little aſtoniſhed at 
his having thus got the ſtart of 
Hilarius, of whoſe ſucceſs (from 
the conſideration of his natural 
abilities) he had entertained” no 
doubt, though he was lefs confi 
-dent in his expectations of Per- 
ſeverus; this led him to make en. 
quiries, which gained that infor- 
mation which delicacy, and a 
| tenderneſs to both parties, could 
no longer conceal. Finding that 
his firſt views were thus diſap- 
pointed with reſpect to Hilarius, 
and 
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and conſidering the fatal conſe- 
quence of his remaining in a ſitu- 
ation where he could only con- 
tract habits of idleneſs, diſsipa- 
tion, and intemperance, he pru- 
dently wrote to Hilarius; and, 
without intimating any thing 
of his diſpleaſure or diſappoint- 
ment, informed him, he was forry 
that the choice he had made 


Jor him had not coincided with 


his own inclination and genius; 
adviſing him to look round, and 
ſee what he thought would be- 
moſt likely to afford a comfort- 
able proſpect, and be more agree- 
able to his own inclinations; and, 
if on inveſtigation, it proved eli- 
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gible, he might depend upon it, 
that nothing ſhould be wanting 


on his part to promote his wel. 


fare: at the ſame time dropping, 
in a very delicate manner, a little 
tender caution againſt going into 
habits of indolence and diſs1pa- 


tion, in which he gave him to 


underſtand he muſt not look to 
him for ſupport ; but in his pru- 
dent choice of ſome other mode 
of life he would aſsiſt him to the 
utmoſt of his power. 

« The receipt of this kind le. 
ter relieved the mind of Hilariu 
from ſome uneaſineſs that hung 
about it, on account of the dil- 
appointment he had reaſon to ex- 

pet 


zde 
the 


et- 
ius 
ing 
lil. 
ex- 


ect 


— * father would neceſuarily 
feel on his not entering on that 
courſe of life he had choſen for 
him; this was now got over, and 
his father's kind propoſal ſeemed 
to arreſt Hilarius's attention ; but, 
alas! the love of company, to 
which his pleaſing and facetious 
converſation made him always an 
agreeable, and oftentimes a ſoli- 
cited, party, and a growing at- 
tachment to the convivial cup, 
were things ſo incompatible with 
the reſtraints of buſineſs, that 
whatever he- turned his thoughts 
, ſeemed to demand ſuch a 
ſurrender of what he now deemed 
a liberty not to be parted with, 
K 2 that 
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that it was a ſacrifice he now 


found it impoſsible to make to 
the faireſt proſpects; theſe conf: 
derations did not fail to produce 
very uneaſy ſenſations in the 
mind of Hilarius, eſpecially as 


his father had been ſufficiently 


explicit, to convince him that he 


mult fix upon ſomething, or he 


need not look tor a long continu- 
ance of ſupplies from his purſe; 
theſe impreſsions did not fail to 


diſcover themſelyes at times in 


the countenance of Hilarius, even 
in the preſence of his compa- 


nions, one of whom (circum: 
ſtanced pretty much in the ſame 
manner, and conjecturing how it 


Was 
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was with Hilarius) took an op- 
portunity, when they were by 
themſelves, of engaging him in 
ſuch converſation as led to a diſ- 
covery of his embarraſſment ; 
upon which the other confeſſed, 
that being ſituated in a ſimilar 
manner, he had got his friends to 
uſe their intereſt to procure him 
a ſtation on board an Eaſt India- 
man, and that he intended to re- 
main ſome time in the country on 
his arrival there, as it appeared to 
him preferable to being nailed to 
buſineſs here ; this juſt chimed in 
with Hilarius's turn, and he ſaid, 
if he thought he could get a. 
birth 3 in the ſame veſſel he would 

K 3 accom- 
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accompany bim: this was very 
acceptable to his companion, who 
ſaid he would make the earlieſt 
enquiry, and acquaint him with 
the reſult. He, accordingly, in. 
formed Hilarius the next day, 
that there was a vacancy, which 
upon ſpeedy application might 
be ſecured; on this Hilarius wrote 


to his father, who (ſtimulated ta 
à more minute enquiry into his 


ſituation and conduct, in conſe- 
quence of not receiving an an- 
ſwer to his letter ſo ſoon as he 
might have reaſonably expected) 
received ſuch information, as in- 
duced him to accede to any thing 


that had the leaſt probability of 


turning 
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turning to account; he therefore 
wrote to Hilarius, ſignifying his 
conſent, and that he ſhould do 


his utmoſt, through the aſsiſt- 


ance of ſome of his intimate 
friends, to procure him that ſta- 
tion he deſired; he alſo did not 
fail to add neceſſary caution and 
advice, and ſoon ſucceeded lo far 
as to place Hilarius according to 
his wiſhes: but the remainder of 
poor Hilarius's hiſtory is now very 
hort; it only remains to ſay, 
that having paſſed the time be- 
tween his engaging in the ſervice 
and their departure from England 
in one round of mirth and diſsi- 
pation, this career of gaiety and 
-  thought- 
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wgbtlcneh was ſoon termi- 


. nated by the unfortunate circum- 


ſtance of the veſlel's ſpringing 
a-leak, which, notwithſtanding 


the inceſſant labour of all hands 


at the pumps, ſunk and all on 
board periſhed: they were ſeen 
to go down by the people of an- 
other veſſel, who, having heard 
her ſignal guns, made all the 
{ail they could to her relief, but 
were not able to come up with 
her before this melancholy cataſ- 
trophe, which it afterwards ap- 
peared happened juſt a week 
atter her leaving port. 

„Thus were the brighteſt ta- 
lents loſt through too much con- 
fidence 
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dence and neglect; and abilities 


that ſeemed very limited, and to 
promiſe nothing above the com- 


mon level, were by unremitting 


attention raiſed to the higheſt 
pitch of improvement to the 
profit, happineſs, and honour of 
the poſſeſſor. May you, young 


men, for whoſe ſake I have now 


related it, and every youth who 


ſhall hereafter liſten to the ſtory - 


of Hilarius and Perſeverus, be de- 
tered from vain confidence and 


negligence, by the ſad example 


of the unfortunate ill fated Hi- 
larius; and encouraged, how- 
ever limited your capacities, to 
unwearied application and unre- 

putting 
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mitting diligence, by a recollec- 
tion of the ſucceſsful efforts of 
the en, and happy Perſe- 
„ 
Here Hamlain ended; and the 
countenances of Charles and Hen- 
ry ſhewed, that their minds were Wl { 
deeply impreſſed with the impor- Nu 
tant narrative; and their eyes |: 
were for ſome moments fixed up- 
on the dripping. rock, as if ſur-t 
prized at the ſource from whence] 
this counſel and inſtructive narra· i! 
tive ſeemed to flow. m 
«© Now,” ſaid Hamlain, “weit 
will turn from theſe drops to 3 
more entertaining circumſtance; 
we will, if you pleaſe, take Fi 
walk 
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Ce; 


alk 
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walk round this pond, which is 
pretty well ſtocked with carp and 
ſme other kinds of fiſh ; we ſhall 
find the finny race baſking in the 
ſun round the edge of the baſon, 
and what will perhaps give you 
ſurprize and pleaſure is, that they 
will not dart from the ſide and 
hide themſelves at your approach, 
but play and flounce about, and 


turning their broad ſides full to 


the ſun, reflect his beams from 
their ſcaly coats in a very pleaſing 
manner, with as little concern as 
it nobody was near them.” — 
Pretty creatures,” exclaimed 
Enma, “is it poſsible to tame 
e and bring them to be ſo 

familiar?“ 
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familiar?“ “ You will ſee,” faid 
Hamlain ; ſo, walking gently to 
the edge, © a caution”, he ſaid, 
„might be neceeſſary, as they 
were not accuſtomed to ſee ſo 
many people together ;”* but they 
were agreeably ſurprized to ſee a 
conſiderable number of fine large 
carp and other fiſh ſporting 


* 


about, without giving themſelvol 


any concern at the approach of ſo 
many ſtrangers; and they ex. 
preſſed their admiration at the 
contraſt this exhibited, with the 
natural ſhyneſs of all the fith they 
had ever ſeen. 

I think, fir,” ſaid the Squire 


ſmiling, © you ſeem as if you had 
a kind 


or hurt any thing, but do them 
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a kind of magic power over every 
thing you take in hand, and the 
whole place preſents a ſcene of 
enchantment; it is well theſe ri- 
diculous notions are long ſince ex- 
ploded, or you would be taken 
for a magician.” 

Hamlain ſmiled, and ſaid, *< all 
the magic I ule is, not to moleſt 


—— — 


what ſervice I can, and thus I 
gain their confidence.” — Ex- 
cuſe me, fir,” ſays Harriott, 
« what ſervice can you render to 
theſe fiſhes ?”—< Pray, my dear,” 
ſaid Hamlain, “if a perſon was 
to ſet food before you when you 
are — would you not think 

L this 
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this a very eſſential ſervice?” 
* Certainly,” replied Harriott: WW 
and this is the way I have con- 
quered the natural timidity of 
theſe fiſh, and brought them to 
be ſo pleaſingly familiar; I feed F 
them every day with crumbs of ll 
bread;” and with that, taking a 1 
piece of bread out of his pocket, . 
„now,“ ſaid he, “ you ſhall ſee 1 
how they will follow me round 
the pond:“ with that, he broke 2 
his bread into little pieces, and o 
throwing it to the fiſh, as one l / 
would to ducks, they darted to t 
it, and leaped over one another 5 
to catch at the falling bread ; ga- It. 
thering into a large ſhoal and fol- Nit 
5 lowing 
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lowing him round the edge of the 
baſon, ſtopping when he ſtopped, 
or turning back if he did ſo; at 
which the young people, as well 
as the Squire, were much enter— 


| tained. “ See,” ſays the Squire, 


« the effects of kindneſs and for- 
bearance towards theſe fiſh.” — 
« Now,” ſaid Hamlain, “if you 
hold a piece of bread between 
your fingers, two or three inches 
above the water, they will leap 
out of it to catch it.” They did 
ſo, and were much diverted with 
the paſtime it afforded. Hamlain, 
putting his hand into the water, 
took out a fine carp, and ſhewing 5 
it to tliem, returned it immedi— 

1.2 ately 
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ately to its companions, where it 
juſt flounced off and turned back 
directly to take its chance for a 
piece more bread. 60 Well,“ 
ſaid Charles, who was remark- 


ably fond of fiſhing, © this ex- 
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ceœeds every thing I ever ſaw; I : 
think the amuſement of angling ſl © 
is nothing to this.“ And this,” 0 
rejoined Hamlain, „ is much” 
n 


more innocent ;*—*© How, fir!” 
cried Matilda, “ is not angling 
an innocent amuſement ??'—* As 
much 1o,” ſaid Hamlain, “as the 
amuſements of the Spaniſh inqui— 
ſition.“ “ Dear fir!” ſaid ſhe.— 
** I will let you judge the matter,” 
ſaid Hamlain; “ in the firſt place, 

it 
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it is treacherouſly making a ſhow 
of kindneſs, in offering them food 

in which is concealed the inſtru- 
„ment of pain and death; in the 
next place, let us for a moment 
ſuppoſe, that a large hook (ſuch as 
ae butchers uſe) was thruſt into 
our mouths, and by drawing ſud- 
» | denly back to pierce the roof of our 
h mouths and come out at the cor- 
„ner of the eye, and that we were 
to be dragged about in this fitu- 
2 ation a conſiderable time; nay, 
he] don't ſhudder and turn pale, my 
dear; what I am now deſcribing 
5 amuſement ; we will alſo ſup- 
»|| poſe this inſtrument to be barbed 
like a dart, and that when we 
1 | 1 have 


— E IO 
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have been f ported with ſufficient- 
ly, this hook is to he violently 
forced back, the barb rending all 
in its way, perhaps forces in the 
eye and tears off part of the jaw; 
we are then thrown on the ground, 


to an heap ot ten ora dozen more 
mangled tortured creatures like 
ourſelves, to die at leiſure; the 
greater the number, the finer ſport, 
Is it not ſurprizing,” ſays Hamlain, 
« that you ſhould ſeem to be quite 
in an agony at the recital of an 
innocent amuſement?” “ Oh!“ 
{aid the females (who were tender 
hearted girls) “we never thought 
angling had been ſo cruel a 


thing.” —“ Our misfortune is,” 
ſaid 
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{aid Hamlain, “that we do not 
think ſufficiently ;_ in many caſes 
we do not know, becauſe we do 
e not conſider; but,“ ſaid he, I 
z have hardly entered into the 
d, amuſements of this innocent 
re Wl paſtime —impaling alive.“ “ Oh, 
de fir!“ ſaid Matilda, with a look 
ne that ſeemed to beg of him to drop 
t. the painful ſubject. “ I yield to 
n, your ſenſibility,” ſaid Hamlain; 
te “ and I will ſpare your feelings, 
an WW as well as my own, by turning 
from the particulars of this inno- 
ler ¶ cent amuſing cruelty, only. with- 
ht ing that every angler would figure 
a to himſelf, or herſelf, (for ladies, 
in other reſpects, perhaps, poſ- 
ſeſſed 
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ſeſſed of the tendereſt feelings and 
exquiſite ſenſibility, often make 
a party in this innnocent amuſe- 
ment); I only with,” ſaid he, 
ce that they would imagine to 
themſelves, ſome huge gigantic 
figure, in whoſe hands they are 
no more than the worm or fly in 
theirs; then ſuppoſe, that as they 
do to that worm or fly, ſo will he 
immediately after do to them; 
and then proceed to their amule- 
ment if reaſon will permit them.” 
* Ah!” ſaid the Squire,“ thi 
is indeed a golden rule, and the 


beſt teſt to bring every action 


to; — ſhould I like this mylelt! 
is a qucry would always, ſet us 
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right in our conduct, not only 
towards mankind, but every other 
ſenſitive animated being, from 
the little midge on the window, 
to the largeſt elephant in the In- 
dian foreſt.” 

“ Your naming this creature,“ 
faid Hamlain, © brings to my re- 
collection an inſtance of wonder- 
ful affection and courage in a 
young elephant, who ſacrificed 
its own life in attempting to ſhield 
off and revenge the aſſaults on its 
bleeding dam. 

„ Being once on a hunting 
part in the Eaſt Indies, we had 
been very ſucceſsful (in the lan- 
guage of the hunters) in diſco- 
vering 
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vering and laming ſeveral ele- 
phants, and diſperſing the reſt of 
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the herd, except two, . which 


proved to be a ſhe one and its 
calf, as the young elephant is 
called; ſome of the company 
would gladly have deſiſted, and 
permitted theſe two to retire un- 
moleſted, but the reſt of the 
huntſmen were not to be limited 
in their diverſion, and having ob- 
ſerved the place of her retreat, 
followed, ſoon diſcovered, and 
inſtantly lamed her; but when 
they every one cruelly attacked 
and pierced her with their darts, 
to our great ſurprize, the young 
one came running from its retreat, 

to 
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o which it had been ſuffered to 
eſcape, the whole attention of 
the hunters being directed to the 
dm; ſhewing great ſigns of an- 
ger, it ran upon the horſes and 
men with all the violence it was 
capable of. I was much ſur- 
prized, and I think I never felt 
o much compaſsion on ſuch an 
occaſion before, in remarking the 
great affection of this little ſenſi- 

le animal defending its wounded | 


mother, regardleſs of its own life 
and ſafety, running with great 
fury firſt at one, and then at an- 


ther; and when its mother fell, 
| ſtood over the dead body and 
nenaced every one that came 

| near; 
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near; at length, attacking one of 
the hunters he hurt him ſo much, 
that in return he pierced him of 
deeply that he fell. I entreated | 
them earneſtly, but in vain, %! 
ſpare the life of this affectionate] ! 
animal; they all plunged their 
ſpears into it, and it ſoon © 
pired. | 
1 felt happy myſelf in the 
thoughts of not having joined ii 
inflicting theſe cruel wound: 
though I was more than once en 
dangered by its fierce attacks. 
Exclamations of pity and praiſe 
mingled with ſharp cenſures 0 
the cruel hunters, ſucceeded thi 
little narrative; and this led int 
„„ ll 
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ſome animadverſions on the fa- 
ch rourite amuſements of hunting 
and ſhooting, which, upon the 
whole, did not amount to a com- 
pliment to the feelings or huma- 

nity of the ſportſmen. | 
Having ſpent a conſiderable 
time in converſation, and amuſing 
themſelves with Hamlain' s tame 
fiſh, they ſeemed inclined to pro- 
ceed to the ſummit of the rock. 
Hamlain accordingly leading the 
way, they followed him, and, 
being come to the end of the 
landing, commenced the laſt aſ- 
cent, which was by a long flight 
of eaſy ſteps, with here and there 
M a ſpace 


S, il 
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a ſpace of about two yards ſquare; 
this, like the other aſcents, was 
made retired by a ſkirting of plants 
that excluded the ſight of the 
ſea; on the other hand, were the 
ſloping ſides of the rock. 

Their progreſs up this retired 
part of the aſcent was frequently 
interrupted by their admiration of 
a great variety of ſmall and deli- 
cate flowers and plants, whoſe 
| ſeeds Hamlain had ſtrewed with 
a liberal hand all the way up the 
remaining part of the hill. 

« It is the lot of many of theſe 
little recluſes,” ſaid Hamlain, * to 
bloom and die unſeen : but the 

indul- 
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induſtrious bee can find out and 
gather honey fromAheſe en 
flowers. 

Il believe there is many an 
humble plant in life's waſte- com- 
mon that, like theſe, are not 
without their beauties, nor deſti- 
tute of honey, that bloom and 
wither unnoticed (except by their 
lowly companions) on the deſart 
plain, while ſtatelier and more 
ſhowy plants, which with more 
confidence diſplay their obtruſive 
merits, are collected with avidity 
to grace the gardens of the rich 
and great: yet, to preſerve the 
alluſion, there are, in human life, 
ſome, who (like the ſkilful bo- 
M 2 taniſt) 
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taniſt) explore the . waſte 
or untrequented wood to ſearch 
out theſe modeſt and ſecluded 
plants; and ſome of theſe have 
richly repaid their cultivation by 
becoming plants of much eſteem, 
and thereby reflecting credit on 
the ſkill and diſcernment of the 


'botaniſt, who firſt diſcovered their 


modeſt worth, and brought them 
into notice. 

„It muſt alſo be acknow- 
ledged, that ſome of theſe, 
when tranſplanted to a richer 
foil, diſappoint the intention 
of him who ſo carefully removed 
and nurſed them; and when thus 
tranſplanted, loſe that ſimplicity 

which 


ſu 
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which was theis native e 
without gaining any advantage to 
compenſate for the loſs they have 
ſuſtained by their removal. 

« But to return to theſe little 
flowers,” ſaid Hamlain; „ I have 
often been much pleaſed in a 
cloſe examination of theſe hum- 
ble plants and flowers, as they ge- 
nerally diſcloſe, upon a nearer 
view and nice inſpection, ſome 
little beauteous tints in the flowers, 
or ſome curious indentings and 
exquiſite delicacies in the drawing 
or outlines of their foliage, which 
is by no means to be equalled in 
the generality of larger plants; 
all theſe things furnith endleſs 
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ſubjects for the employment of a 
ſearching mind.” 
Having now reached the brow 
of the aſcent, they ſtood to look 
round them a little as well as to 
make a ſhort pauſe, which they 
found neceſlary after climbing: 
they had now once more a view 
of the ſea, which was conſider— 
ably extended by their elevation, 
and their being able now to direct 
their views along the ſhore to the 


north-weſt, which they could not 


do before, on account of the 
jutting out of that part of the 
rock which they had then al- 
cended, and which had been the 


ſubject of Hamlain's labours and 


improve- 


i 
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improvements. The ſhore all 
along was rocky and bold, and 
the land afforded a very cxtenfive 
and varied proſpect; one part of 
which was bounded by a range of 
lofty and craggy mountaing, that 
contraſted agreeably with the 
watery level on the left. The 
ſpace from the brow of the rock 
to the entrance into Hamlain's 
garden was about thirty yards 
long; here he had formed a zig 
zag path, on each ſide of which 
he had piled up rough lumps and 
maſles of rock, among which he 
had diſtributed ſhells and ſea— 
weed, which gave the whole a 
very groteſque appearance, and 
. had 
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had a very happy effect in uniting 
the rocky aſcent to his garden in 
a very characteriſtic ſtyle, 


into it,” did not all at once drop 
this appearance, for a few ſcat- 
tered lumps of rock, mingled 
with ſhells and weed, preſented 
themſelves for a few paces within 
the entrance. 

The Squire and his young viſi- 
tors admired much the happy ef- 
tect and harmony this produced: 
they now proceeded through a 
ſpacious and well-cultivated gar- 
den (which was well ſtocked with 
various fruit-trees, plants, and 


flowers) by a _ which did not 
lead 


The garden alſo, upon entering 


— OUQ. 
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lead directly up to Hamlain's cot- 
tage, but took a winding courſe; 
each ſide of this path was orna- 
mented with eſpaliers, and on the 
north-weſt fide of the garden was 
a range of firs that ſerved to break 
the force of the wind on that fide. 
Having got to the end of this 
winding path, a neat white- 
waſhed: manſion preſented itſelf 
to their view. 
„Here is a {mall convenient 
cottage,” ſaid Hamlain, © equal 
to the wants and withes of its in- 
habitants; but it poſſeſſes nothing 
that can be worth your attention, 
only as it offers you a place of reſt 
and 
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and ſhade, after the fatigue of 
climbing, this warm day.” He 
then conducted them into his ha- 
bitativn, which conſiſted of four 
rooms below, and four above; the 
lower ones comprized a parlour, 
kitchen, brewhouſe, and pantry, ll \ 
which alſo ſerved for a cellar; the ; 
upper rooms were chambers; to 
theſe, which conſtituted his pa- + 
ternal cot, he had added another , 
good ſized room, that was occa- I y 
ſionally parlour, drawing- room, c 
and ſtudy. His family conſiſted I { 
but of two perſons beſides him -I ft. 
ſelf; namely, a very decent and pr 
managing _—y woman, and aff v. 
ſtout ſe 


* 


THE HERMIT OF THE BEACH. 143 


ſtout lad about thirteen years old, 
whom he kept to aſsiſt and lighten 
the labour of Martha, which was 
the name of his houſe-keeper. 
Having uſhered his gueſts into this 
room, they were much delighted 
with its extenſive views; for hav- 
ing projecting, or bow, windows 
on three ſides of it, they could 
take in above three-fourths of a 
very extenſive circle: the window 
which looked towards the weſt 
commanded a fine view of the 
ſea, which when adorned with 
ſtately veſſels afforded a delightful 
proſpect: the window looking to- 
wards the north completed the 
ſca view, and took in a conſider- 

able 
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chimney- piece, and ſome well 
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able portion of landicape, which 
the window on the eaſt ſide con- 


tinued to the fouthward ; ſo that, 
upon the whole, they were very 
little ſhort of taking in the entire | 
circle, in the combined proſpects ll 
of the three windows. t 


In one corner of this room on f 
a table covered with a green cloth, þ 
ſtood a pair of good globes, be- } 
ſide which lay an excellent proſ- g 


pect glaſs; in another part of the} 2 


room ſtood a neat little deſk and} to 
book-caſe, which conſtituted 

Hamlain's library and muſeum;Þl 
a large and accurate map of Eu 
rope occupied the ſpace over the 


3 choſe 
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choſen prints, 


— 


— — 


judiciouſſy ar- 


ranged in other parts of the room, 
did credit to the taſte of the owner. 


I know by experience, 


ſaid 


Hamlain, “that to aſk ſtrangers 
on their firſt entering this room 
to ſit down is mere compliment, 
for till curioſity is a little ſatisfied 


by a tour of the ſight round the 


horizon, the ſeats will be diſre- 
garded; but here they are, heartily 
at your ſervice when you pleaſe 
to make uſe of them.” 

They thanked him kindly, and 
after paſsing from window to win- 
dow, and running over the varied 


and extenſive proſpect, 


they 


turned a few moments from theſe 


\ 


N 
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— 
allurements of pleaſure to the in- 
vitations of eaſe; and beginning 
to feel themſelves a little weary, 
after their ride and labour in aſ. 
cending the rock, they were glad 
to fit down and reſt themſelves. 

Hamlain, while they were thus 
engaged, had ſtept out and de- 
fired Martha to prepare tea and 
coffee as ſpeedily as ſhe conveni- 
ently could: this, Martha ſuc- 
ceeded ſo well in, that by the 
time they had ſeated themſelves, 
they were preſented with the ac- 
ceptable proſpect of a comfort- 
able refreſhment; and they did 
not. fail in acknowledging their 
hoſt's kind attention, and Mar- 
tha's addreſs in this buſineſs. 


hol & wa — 


[ 
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61 will nous 24 Hamlain; 
« beg the favour of one of my 
female friends to make the ten, 
while-Charles and Henry will be 
ſo obliging as ſee to the diſtribu- 
tion of the bread and butter.” 
This was readily complied with, 
and as ſpeedily adjuſted among 
the fair viſitors, who named Har- 
riot; and ſhe, without unmean- 
ing ceremony, accepted the no- 
mination. _ 1 

During this repaſt, which was 
liberally commended by the com- 
pany, much cheerful converſa- 
tion paſſed; and the Squire, looks 
ing archly at the young folks and 
ſmiling, « Well, aid hegy# if 

N 2 | 
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I ſhould — to Jooſe any of 
you I ſhall ſend off immediately 
to the hermitage ; but, I cannot 
help ſmiling,” ſays he to Ham- 
lain, © at theſe girls; when I firſt 
_ propoſed, after dinner, taking a 
ride to fee a hermit (you will ex- 
cuſe me the expreſsion, as I know 
you are not a ſtranger to this 
being the appellation by which 
you are known to the country 
people) it would have. diverted 
you to have ſeen, as I did, the 
contraſt their countenances then 
preſented, to the gaiety they now 
exhibit.” 

Now, Squire Freeman!“ ſaid 
 Harriot, © that is not fair to ex- 
poſe us: indeed, ſir, ſaid ſhe to 
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Hamlain, „ we muſt beg your 
pardon; but, to be ſure, on nam- 
ing a viſit to a hermit, it did not, 
I muſt own, ſtrike us as a thing 
very inviting; and the ideas we 
had of ſuch a viſit were, I be- 
lieve, of too gloomy a com- 
plexion to gain a cheerful and 
ready aſſent, and I believe we 
ſhould ſooner have expected to 
have been preſented with acorns 
and pignuts, than to have been 
entertained with ſuch a comfort- 
able diſh of tea and coffee, and 


ſuch agreeable converſation; but 
it is the more agreeable ſurprize.“ 
Harriot's hearty and cheerful. 
manner of ſaying this excited 2 

N 3 
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flow of mirth at table, which none 
ſeemed to enjoy more than Ham- 
lain. | — 
«© Well,” ſaid Hamlain, I 
am happy to find, Harriot, that 
your's will not be a diſſenting vote 
to a propoſition I am going to ſub- 


— 


mit to Squire Freeman; and that 


is, if your ſtay at his houſe will 
admit of your favouring me with 
another viſit, I ſhall be heartily 
glad to ſee you; and I think we 
have ſome ſubjects left for enter- 
tainment, that. will afford you 
equal pleaſure with what you 
have already ſo obligingly ex- 


preſſed your approbation of.” 
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Squire Freeman thanked him 
for his very kind invitation, and 


PF 
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added, that as the young folks 


were likely to ſtay a few weeks 
longer at his houſe, he would 
take the liberty of intruding once 
more; and, © I am more defirous 
to trouble you again,” ſaid he, 
i as I have now to regret that my 
wife and ſon, who are on a viſit 


for a few days, would have highly 


enjoyed the rational entertain- 
ment we have met with.” | 

The young ones, by ſmiles and 
words, expreſſed how agreeable 
the thoughts of another viſit were 
to them ; and Hamlain expreſſed 
equal ſatisfaction at the conde- 


ſcenſion and cheerfulneſs with 
which Squire Freeman had ac- 


cepted his invitation, and alſo af 


— —— — — . 
— - — —— — — 
2 a = . 9 . 
by * * —— — „* n 
— — _ — — inmaea get — I — 
: . > $4, — — 
- — r — 7 8 25 — 
* : * - 
KA 4 F W * 
e 4 K A - 
£ . — 4 I 3s ont . 
* on "I Fo. LO _ - . * Af ABCs . 


— — 
— — — 
a — — 
— <-> ey yo — — — — — . 
— — — ——— — — — — ww » 
my _ - 5 n 
= _ _ — 


— — 
— 

+ — 

1 


152 . HAMLAINx; oz, 


ſured him, he ſhould think him- 


{elf honoured by the addition he 


had given him reaſon to expect. 

Their repaſt being finiſhed and 
the table cleared, they amuſed 
themſelves with looking towards 
the ſea, and obſerving the diſ- 
tant veſſels which now appeared 
faintly on the horizon. © Theſe 
are now,” ſaid Hamlain, © almoſt 
imperceptible, and if they are all 
outward bound we ſhall ſoon looſe 
ſight of them; but there is an 
inſtrument there will make 


amends for the weakneſs of our 


ſight, and give us a diſtinct fare- 
well view of them; he then 
reached the teleſcope, and having 

looked through to. adjuſt it, he 


— 
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directed them in the e 
of it to the different veſſels they 
wiſhed to view; but their ſur- 
prize was very great in being able 
to diſtinguiſh clearly the ſails and 
hull of the moſt diſtant veſſel, 
and even the men on board thoſe 
which were nearer. They were 
much pleaſed with the teleſcope, 
and thought it a very pretty ac- 
quiſition in ſuch a ſituation. 
Hamlain ſaid, he often found it 
a very agreeable companion; 
but,“ ſaid he, © it has another 
property of leſſening objects, and 
ſeeming to throw them to a 
greater diſtance, which you will 
find on turning the other end of 
the glaſs, and directing it to any 


5 
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objea that appears diſtin to the 
naked eye, and it will appear as 
faintand diſtant as the moſt remote 
of theſe ſhips.” They accordingly 
tried it, and were amuſed and 
ſurprized at the effects of the in- 
verted glaſs. © Now,” ſays he, 
< it may appear a ſtrange aſſer- 
tion that we every one of us carry 
a teleſcope about with us; but it 
is as true that we have a certain 
medium in our minds which, like 
this teleſcope, has the property 
of magnifying and diminiſhing 
the objects we view through it; 
and it is as ſorrowfully certain,“ 


ſaid he, that we are very un- | 


ſkilful, or very perverſe, in our 
application of this mental tele- 
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ſcope; an inſtance or two will be 
ſufficient to explain this matter, 
for ſuppoſe then the fault of a 
neighbour is the object that en- 
gages our attention, in this caſe 
we almoſt always get hold of the 

glaſs with the magnifying end 
towards us, and thus ſee it under 
all the odium of exaggerated de- 
formity; on the other hand, if we 
can at any time bring ourſelves 
to ſo much candour as to attempt 
to look at our own faults, we are 
almoſt as certain to get the di- 
miniſhing glaſs next the eye, and 
by this means it dwindles to an 
indiſt int ſpeck. Now, whether 
this proceeds from our willingneſs 
o be deceived, or from our indiſ- 
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* 


cretion in permitting that ugly 
fiend called Envy, or that ridicu- 
lous one called Vanity, to adjuſt 
and preſent the glaſs, inſtead of 
being careful never to receive the 
perſpective from any other than 
the hands of our beſt friends, 
Charity and Truth, I muſt leave: 
this I know, the former would 
not ſuffer us to injure our neigh- 
bour by ſuch an abuſe of this 
mental teleſcope; nor would the 
latter permit us to injure ourſelves 
by a ſimilar miſtake. 

« The conſequences of this 
miſapplication are by no means 
to be eſteemed trifling; for it is 
ceeaſy to ſee, that to think much 
worſe of our neighbour than he 


a — * 


—m—Z—B—ͤʃÄÜ—ꝛʃ—h Ln —B—BB 8 
deſerves, and much better of our- 


ſelves than we ought, or ſhould 


do if truth held the glaſs, muſt, 


if generally practiſed, have ſad 
effects upon ſociety. 
Another inſtance of the miſ- 
application of this glaſs. may oc- 
cur in viewing the favours we re- 
ceive, and thoſe we confer. 
„Here again, when looking 
at the latter, Vanity ſteps offici- 
outly in and preſents us with the 


magnifying end of this optical 


inſtrument; but when looking at 

the former, which by the bye we 

do not ſo often do, Ingratitude 

ſteps in and preſents us with that 
0 
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end of tas olaſs which dwindles 
them almoſt to nothing. 


I have no doubt theſe in- 


ſtances will ſufficiently explain 
my meaning; and put. us upon 
our daily guard in the application 
of this uſetul but ticklith uniieu- 
ment.” 

I did not ſuſpect, ” aid 
Squire Freeman, that a moral 
of ſo much importance was al- 
tached to the inſtrument that has 
aftorded us ſo much amuſement; 
or, that theſe glaſſes, which ap- 
pear only calculated to render 
material objects more diſtinct to 
our fight, could be ſo happily 
conducive to a clearer view of ob- 


fon MAS TS a Ah. ks B 


infinite ſervice to us; and I do 


have not much to detain us in our 
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jects that are purely mental; but 
this J am fully ſatisfied of, that a 
daily recollection that our minds 
are poſſeſſed of ſuch an optical 
faculty, and a careful attention 
to the right application of it, will 
give us ſuch an improved k no. - 
tedge of ourſelves as will be of 


not know but I may purchafe a 
telefcope, and place it over my 
chimney- piece by way of me- 
mento: and now, I think, we 
muſt begin to turn our minds 
home ward.“ | 

« Sir, ſaid Hamlain, the 
ſun is yet a great height, and we 


Q 2 
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deſcent to the ſhore; you may, 
if agreeable, reſt yourſelves half 
an hour longer, and have plenty 
of time before youz and you 
ſhall, if you pleaſe, taſte a glaſs 
of our home prepared will not 
ſay what, but leave you to name 
it when you have drank of it.“ — 
« Well,” ſaid the Squire, ſmiling, 


8 we are all condeſcenſion to a 


good offer; we will do ourſelves 
the pleaſure of ſitting with you 
half an hour longer.“ On this, 


Hamlain calling Martha, deſired 


her to bring a bottle of her beſt; 
Martha quickly returned with a 
bottle and glaſſes, and ſome very 
nice cakes; Hamlain then poured 


3 8 £ &v* 
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The young people alto ſaid it was 


declined; but, on Hamlain's af» 
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out a Ny" and aecfontet to Squire 
Freeman, and then deſired the 
young men to put it round, ob- 
ierving, that it was very innocent 
and they need be in no fear of its 
doing them any harm. I do not 
know, faid Squire Freeman, 
taſting it, © by what name to call 
it; but it is really very pleafant.“ 


very pleaſant; but all, except 
Emma, ſaid they could not make 
out what it was. Well,“ faid 
Hamlain, in repeating the trial, 
which you may as ſafely do as-it 
it were cider, you may perhaps 
bad it out.” This they rather 


03 
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ſurance of its being merely a 
weak, pleaſant drink, they per- 
mitted their glaſſes to be half filled 
again. 5 may think,“ ſaid 
Hamlain, I am partial to this 
kind of 3 when I tell 


you that, at the proper ſcaſon, I 


employ above a hundred labourers 
in the preparation of it.” Emma, 
ſmiling, ſaid ſhe thought ſhe had 


ſome recollection of the flavour 


of it; and now the was convinced 
the was right in her conjecture. 
6 Pray, fir,” ſaid ſhe, © is it not 
mead ?””—< It is, my dear,“ ſaid 
Hamlain; we are indebted to 
the labours of the induſtrious bee 


for this innocent pleaſant liquor; 
or, at leaſt, for the honey from 


1 


had © bay 


bj, nl Oy 
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which it is made. I have ſeveral 
hives in a part of my garden that 
is divided from the reſt, that they 
may neither incommode, nor be 
incommoded themſelves: like the 
ants we ſaw below, they give us 
ſtriking examples of induſtry and 
forecaſt; but, in ſeveral inſtances, 
they far exceed the ant; firſt, the 
depoſited ſtore of the ant is of no 
uſe but to itſelf; the labours of 
the induſtrious bee' contribute to 
the pleaſure and ſervice of man- 
kind. The honey which it col- 
lects from the flowers of the gar- 
den, or the field, is very delight- 


ful to the taſte, as well as uſeful 


medicinally; tlie wax is alſo an 
article of commerce, from its 
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utility in various manufactures, 
&c.. and of this almoſt every hive 
ſupplies a conſiderable quantity 
more than is neceſſary for the ſup- 
port of its inhabitants through the 
winter; their ingenuity in the 
exact conſtruction of their waxen 


cells is admirable; they are alſo 


patterns of neatneſs, diſintereſted- 
neſs, and ſubordination - their 
cells being remarkably clean, 
their labours chearfully depoſited 
for their public benefit, having no 
private hoards, and ſo obedient 
and reſpecttul to the rules of or- 
der and decency, that they never 
quarrel or fight among themſelves, 
but the greateſt peace and har- 
mony is conſtantly preſerved in 
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covey 1 compared. with thin 
what are the beſt regulated ſoci- 
eties and governments among 
mankind ; for examples in dili- 


gence, cleanlineſs, order, and 
harmony, may they not with the 
greateſt propriety be recommend- 
ed to the induſtrious and prudent. 
bee; and the increaſe of this lit- 
tle uſeful creature is too much 
neglected in this country, for here 


are few ſtands of hives in this 


land compared with what I have 
ſeen abroad; and amongſt thoſe 
who do keep bees, there is a ſad 
check put to their increaſing by 
the cruel and ungrateful mode of 
taking the honey, by ſuffocating 
the little induſtrious creatures, 
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Squire, * you take your honey 


my own mind, which is thus pre- 


i 
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that have gathered enough for 
themſelves and their owners, if 
proper meaſures were taken to 
make ſomething like an equitable 
diviſion: but, as I mean this ſub- 


"ti 


bode, — — — 
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ject to form a part of your amuſe. || 
ment, when favoured by you with t 
another viſit, we will defer it till J * 
then, when we ſhall, I hope, fl © 
have an opportunity of doing it t 

11 


to more advantage.” 
„] ſuppoſe then, ſir,” ſaid the “ 


without deſtroying the bees.” — 
5 I do, ſir,“ ſaid Hamlain, * and 
by this mode I have my honey 
and wax much cleaner, as well as 


ſerved from the ſtain of ingrati- 
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tude, one of the fouleſt blots that 
disfigure the human mind; and 
though we may think it of no con- 
ſequence towards the different de- 
ſcriptions of the animal creation, 
yet, I believe, the man who is in 
the habit of exerciſing kindneſs 
and benevolence to his fellow 


creatures, will not eaſily depart 
from this commendable practice 


in his conduct towards the lower 
orders of animated creation, and if 
in the habit of duly eſtimating fa- 
vours received from ſuperiors or 
equals, he will moſt certainly be 
ſhocked at ingratitude, even to 
thoſe he may eſteem much his 
inferiors; and I have ſometimes 


thought it no bad teſt to try the 
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reality of our virtue by, if + we feel I 
an inclination to the practice of it 
for its own ſake, as well towards ( 
f 
{ 


thoſe that cannot flatter our vani- 
ty by ſuitable acknowlegements 
of the favours we confer on them, 
nor gratify our ſelfiſhneſs by an 
adequate return; as towards thofe 
who can do both: thus, the 
man who loves mercy, becauſe 
he has ſeen her lovelineſs, will 
be merciful to his beaft, though 
unable to return one ſyllable of 
praiſe. EE 
„I will now,” ſays Hamlain, 
« juſt beg the favour of introduc- 
ing two of my privy counſellors; It 
and as they neither expect, nor } t; 
return, compliments or ceremo- 
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el nies, you will have no occaſion to 
it quit your ſeats on their entrance.“ 
ds On this, he fetched a ſmall drawer 
i- from his deſk, and laid it on the 
ts table, deſiring the young people 
n, to ſee what they could diſcover 
m worthy their notice; „but, ex- 
e cuſe me,” ſaid he to Henry, gent- 
e ly catching him by the hand as 
ſe he was extending it to the drawer,) | 
ll «© they muſt not be handled.” =_ 
rh „I ſee nothing,“ ſaid Charles, 
of but two large nails or ſpikes.” 
And ſo ſaid the reſt of the com- 
n, | pany. 
c- | The manner of their introduc- 
s | tion, the meanneſs of the objects 
or to which he had given the appel- 
o- P 


._ 
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lation of counſellors, and, withall, 

the extraordinary prohibition not 
to touch them, had raiſed their | 
curiolity to the higheſt pitch, and 

they liſtened to Hamlain with 

eager expectation, | 

„% View now,” ſaid he, 108 
two pieces of iron a little more 
attentively, and tell me is there 
nothing ſtriking or diſtinguiſhable 

| about them.”—* Yes;”* ſaid Ma- 
| tilda after a little pauſe, with an 
nn expreſsive look that ſhewed ſhe 
| + had caught ſome glimpſes of the 
| | intended moral; “ yes,” ſays the, 
| with a lovely and impreſsive em-! 
| phaſis, © the one is bright and the! 
other ruſty.” 


8 
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8 Amo 15 not this,” rejoined 
Hamlain, my dear young 
friends, an intereſting difference; 
even in theſe two pieces of iron? 
but how great and important this 
diſtinction, when figuratively ap- 
plied to the human mind. But to 


open this matter a little. 


« My time being (to uſe, for 
once, a falſe but common phraſe) 
of no value, I frequently employ 
it in ſuch a manner as would in- 


duce a ſuperficial obſeryer to con- 


elude me to be a perſon under the 
unfortunate influence of mental 
derangement, and, perhaps, in 


nothing more ſo than the circum- 


ſtances attached to theſe two poo 
P 2 1 
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of iron. It is now near twelve 
months ſince ſitting muſing at the 
entrance of the grotto below (my 
eyes fixed ſometimes on the 
ſmooth ſand, and ſometimes on 
the ſtill ſmoother watery plain 
before me, not conſcious of my 
thoughts being particularly en- 
gaged on any ſubject) a conſidera- 
tion ſuddenly paſſed my mind, 
how material a difference there 
was between reſigning our mental 

powers to that inactivity and in- 
dolence in which the mind merely 


receives momentary impreſsions, 


through the medium of the ſenſes, 
without taking any trouble to 


weigh, compare, and reflect upon 


them; and employing them in 


\ 


ledge, or the inveſtigation of ene 


of them every morning, and giv- 
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cha attainment of. uſeful \knows 


important truth. 

„Thought ſucceeded n 
and theſe two ſpikes laying beſide 
me, which were the remains of 
ſome I had bcen uſing a little be- 
fore, I came to the ſtrange deter- 
mination of attem pting to exem- 
plify in theſe two pieces of iron 
the ſubject that had thus engaged 
my attention; they were then 
new and clean, but of that dark 
colour natural to new wrought 
iron: on my return hither, I com>, 
mitted them to this depoſitory, 
with the reſolution of wiping one 


7 3 
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ing it three ſtrokes on every ſide 


with the ball of my thumb; and 


ſuffering its companion to remain 
beſide it unmoved, and not even 
to touch it. 
Though the action at firſt, 
even to myſelf, ſeemed ſtrange and 


trifling, the reſult ſoon confirmed 


it to be, to me, a very inſtructive 
leſſon, in obſerving the contraſted 
effects of my daily neglect of the 


one, and attention to the other; 
the one foon improved in its ap- 


pearance, the other ſoon changed 
*for the worſe, till they now ex- 
hibit this ſtriking contraſt— the 


* one is bright, the other ruſty.” 
—only by the application of two 
or three ſtrokes a day to the one, 


ö 
0 
| 


THE HERMIT OF THE BEACH, 175 


— — — | — — — 


— 


and an intire neglect of the other. 
I have not omitted this daily prac- 
tice from the time I firſt com- 
menced it, and it was with the 
ſtricteſt propriety I introduced 
them to your notice under the 
appellation of my privy counſel- 
lors; for every morning when I 
perform this diurnal taſk, theſe 
inanimate pieces of matter ſeem, - 


1f I may be allowed the expref- 


tion, to addreſs me in this man- 
ner: Thus, O! Hamlain, improve 
thy own mind by a daily appli- 
cation to knowledge; thus, 
brighten the faculties of thy own 


ſoul by the daily practice or ſtudy | 


vf ſome virtue, nor indulge in 


ene and ſloth, which will : 
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as certainly — thy mind 
with ſordidneſs and ruſt, as it does 
the ſurface of this neglected iron, 
And I aſſure you, that I ſhould 
feel the keen reproaches of my 
own conſcience, if, after having 
done what was neceſſary to pre- 


ſerve the brightneſs of this trifling 


bit of iron, I ſhould neglect the 
infinitely more important duty it 
ſo intelligibly points to. I there- 
fore feel myſelf ſtimulated, by the 
performance of this little act, to 
apply myſelf daily to ſuch exer- 
cCiſes of body and mind as may 
| preſerve both from ruſt and diſor- 


der. There are two inſtances in 


which I have obſerved this ana- 


logy to be ſtrictly accurate; if 


„, 
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you recollect, I informed you that 
theſe ſpikes were new and clean, 
though not bright: now, as the 
neglected iron did not even retain 
its clean appearance, but con- 
tracted ruſt by neglect, ſo the 


mind, when neglected, does not 1 


merely forego the beautiful effects 
of improvement, but contracts a 
ſordidneſs and meanneſs analogous 
to ruſt. 5 
Another inſtance in which 
the compariſon holds good is this; 
if we ſuffer a piece of iron, that 
has been once poliſhed, to get a 
ſpot or two of ruſt, it will require 
ten times the labour to remove 
them, to that which, if applied 
daily, would have kept it clean 
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and bright. A memento of theſe 
things will, however, not be want- 
ing-to Charles and Henry ; for if 
they ſhall, at any time, perceive 
the invidious ſpot upon the poliſh- 
ed ſurface of their penknives, it 
will ſerve. as a watch word to 
awaken their attention to the in- 
valuable poliſh of their improved 
minds. Matilda, Harriot, and 
Emma, too, ſhall not be deſtitute 
of ſimilar monitors in the reflec- 
tive glances of their ſhining ſcif- 
ſars; but I am ſorry to add, that 
in real life we are preſented with 
too many inſtances of the contraſt 
diſplayed in comparing the effects 
of neglected with thoſe af 1 im- 
proved talents. | | 
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One of which I ſhall give you 
briefly as it occurred in the con- 
duct of George and William, the 


ſons of a reſpectable farmer grown 


wealthy by honeſt and ſucceſsful 
induſtry, and who, wiſely conſi- 
dering that mere wealth without 
education could neither confer 
happineſs nof reſpectability, 


placed theſe youths at a very re- 


ſpectable ſchool a few mules diſ- 
tant, and earneſtly admoniſhed 


them to be diligent, and make 


the beſt uſe they could of their 


time; obſerving to them, how ne- 


ceflary a good education was to 


qualify them to fill with propriety 
and credit that ſtation of life 


which, if they ſhoyld live, they 
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would hereafter be comfortably 
placed in. * If,” ſaid he, you 
care but careful to improve your- 
© ſelves in uſeful knowledge and 
© becoming manners, you will 
© then be entitled to the ſociety 
© and eſteem of the beſt people in 
* the neighbourhood; but,” ſays 
he, if, neglecting this opportu- 
* nity, you grow up in ignorance 
and rudeneſs of manners, what- 
© ever you may poſſeſs, you will 
be ſhunned and deſpiſed by thoſe 
* whoſe company and friendſhip 
Pour ſtations in life would give 


4 bd d i 75 0 | . | 
you a claim to, if your own 1g- | 


* norance and unpoliſhed behavi- 
our do not exclude you from it; 


5 for, depend upon it, people of 


ms 
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good education, ſenſe, and be- 
5 haviour, can never condeſcend 
to be the companions of ignorant 
clowns; therefore, I would have 
© you remember, that if you let 
this opportunity flip; and return 
* home unimprored in knowledge 
„and manners, you will be the 

« jeſt and bye-word of the nicaneſt 


* labourct in the parith.” This 


wholeſome advice of their father 
had its weight with William ; but 
George, except juſt for the mo- 
ment, 1 little or no 3 

60 William, by A ſedulous ap⸗ 
plication to the taſk allotted him, 
added a few ſtrokes every day 
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25 the poliſh of improve: 
ment, , | 

= George, on the he 4 
was as negligent; he knew well 
that he ſhould be poſſęſſed of a 


good eſtate, that he had plenty 


ready got to his hands, and, 
thought he, why ſhould I trouble 
myſelf about learning, I hall 
have enough to live on without 
it ; and his conduct was all of a 
piece with this mode of thinking, 

any of his ſchool duties that, hs 
could poſsibly evade; his arith- 
metical and grammar exerciſes, 
and eyery other part of his ſtudies, 
that he could get others to do for 


him, he purchaſed out of his 
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pocket money; his writing, which 
was the only thing he could not 
deceive himſelf and his tutor in, 
was at beſt barely paſſable; while 
his brother, by 2 emu- 
lation, had acquired a fine and 
free hand, and became more ac- 
compliſhed, and his talents bright- 
ened every. day by this continual 
aſsiduity; ſo that, on leaving the 
ſchool, the one wasa well-informed 
accompliſhed youth, whoſe wealth 
and conduct did mutual credit to 
each other, and at the ſame time 
that his property placed him on 


terms of equality with the beſt far- 
mers in the country, his behaviour. 


andconverfation madehis company 
01101117 ee 


ſulialted by t the wake 8 
of the place: the other, who was 
a compound of ignorance and mean 
pride, affected to defpile the com- 
pany and converſation he now felt 
himſelf mcapable of enjoying, was 
ſoon left to his own choice of com- 
pany; better adapted to his mean 
taſte, and, accordingly, aſſociated 
with the meaneſt oaſt; horſe- 
racing, ceck- fighting, and every 
ſpecies of gambling, were the de- 
grading traitsthatdiſtinguithedhim 
from his amiable brother, and were 
a continual ſource of uncaſineſs to 
a worthy parent, by going on from 
bad to worſe, giving himſelf up to 
waiting his days and a conſiderable 
part of his nights in public houſes, 


p 


hd 
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often ſpending his money on the 
idler” part of 'the peaſantry, who, 
by his example and encourage- 


ment, left their families to ſtarve 


at home, inſtead of labouring to 
ſupport them decently; theſe had 
nothing to do but flatter him with 
commendations he had no preten- 
ſions to from any other quarter, to 
put up with whatever inſults and 
abuſe he choſe to indulge himſelf 


in to ſhéib his ſuperiority; in a 


word, to Hail him as king of the 
company; and ſubmit to his unrea- 
ſonable bumours 1 in every thing, 


was all they had to do, to walloW 


in intemperance, at his expence, 
as lon 8 as they thought n or 
i 8 
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their. neglected familjcs.apd, em- 
Ployers would let them gon with: 
out interruption. By this cond ucf 
he becameſtupid and ſottiſh tothat 


degree that (according to, his; ta- 


ther's words in the execlientadyice 
be gave them, when be fiplt placed 
him and his brother at , ſehool) 
he was, however they might flat- 
ter him to a face, a rer word, to 
— ; — * exaoplact th 1 0 
two brothers, a daily application 
to improvement made theuonc a 


Mining ornament to-ſocictys, and. 


Ef 3 credit to himſelf and conpection;; 
while the other, by idleneſs and 


intemperance, was a nuiſance to 
fociety, a diſgrace to himfelf, and 


continual grief to his friends.“ 


--Þ 
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eilt is a great pity indeed, 
ſays Squire Freeman, that ex- 


amples; fo painful to our feelings 
ſhould ſo frequently occur as they 
do, and it is a great pity for their 


_ owih ſakes, and a particular loſs 


and misfortune to ſociety, when 
young people of family and for- 


tune falſly conelude that theſe cir- 


cumſtances are of themſelves ſufſi- 
cient/to inſure happineſs and eſ- 
teem; for thougli the mean and 
needy part of ſociety may hypo- 
critically cringe and fawn upon 
the rich man, only becauſe he is 
rich, yet, mere wealth, unac- 
companied by ſcience and virtue; 


can never: gain the eſteem of wiſe 
and good men, whoſe approbation 


— 
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purchaſed adulation of the neceſ- 


ſitous ſycophant, only impeaches 


and inſults the underſtanding. of 
the perſon it is: addreſſed hto. It 
is, I believe, ja certain truth, that 
to be reſpectable members of. ſoci- 
ety we mulſt:be uſeful ones. The 
pooreſt labourer in this ſenſe, who 
induſtriouſty purſues his calling; 
the. ingenious! mechanic, whoſe 
labour and abilities are turned to 


the improvement of the manu- 
factures ofl lis country, and con- 


ſequently contributing to the pre- 
ference given them in other coun- 
tries; are, in their reſpective ſta- 


tions, commendably conducing to 


the welfare of the ſtate they are 


confers true honour; whilſt the 
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worthy members of. And in my 

opinion, the man, or, I would 
I rather ſay the youth, for on thoſe 
who are become men in ſuch falſe 
| notions, reaſoning is thrown away; 
| | but the youth who ſuppoſes, be- 
* | cauſe he is born to independence 
and affluence, that ſociety has no 
> | claim upon his time. and talents, 
3 | would do well ſpeedily to reviſe 
© | theſe ſentiments, and fee if they 
> Þ are not capable of much improv- 
ing alteration; for who is it that 
can, by a long courſe of ſtudy and 
expence, attain to uſeful diſcove- 
- ries and improvements in arts and 
t- | ſcience but the wealthy, whoſe 
time not being occupied in pro- 
© | viding for the exigencies of them. 


© 2 
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ſelves and families, is wholly at 
liberty to be thus devoted to the 


ſervice of mankind, and whoſe 


wealth can ſupply them with the 
means of completing what. their 
ingenuity has deviſed ? Who are 
to contribute to the well contrived 
plans of public utility, but thofe 


who are poſſeſſed of the means? 
And who are to fill thoſe ſtations 


in life which demand abilities and 
leiſure, but men of wealth and 
independence? But all theſe f up- 
poſe a mind previouſly qualified 
by a wiſe and timely application 
to every preparatory attainment. 


And where young people of either 


ſex thus view things; and prepare 
in time to fill their ſituations with 
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propriety, what a benefit they are 
to ſociety, and what an honour 
to themſelves; but, I forget my- 
ſelf! we have far exceeded the 
time we propoſed ſtaying, we muſt 
now,” ſaid he to the young peo- 
ple, “ thank our hoſt for his great 


kindneſs, and return.” 


«© I will not now preſs your 
ſtay,” ſaid Hamlain, „which has 
been ſo excecdingly agreeable; I 
will theretorc- attend you on your 


return to the beach.“ This they 


would readily haye diſpenfed with, 
on Hamlain's account; but he 
perſiſting in ihis requeſt to accom- 
pany them dawn the desclivity, 
they, having thanked Mattha' for 
ner ready and cheerful attention, 
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nne RE 7 the garden to 
the brow of the hill, and were 


pleaſed with the renewed fight of 
thoſe objects, which had in their 


aſcent been the means of inſtruc- 
tion and delight. Bank) © , 


The ocean did not fail. to re- 
mind them of life's precarious 
voyage; the overflowing waters, 


rendered uſeful and ornamental 
by limitation, reminded them of 
reſtraining and wiſely directing the 


effuſions of their own minds; the 


00zing drops ſounded, or ſeemed 
to ſound, the word perſeverance ; 


while the well-trained vines point- 


ed, unequivocally, to the culture 
of education; and the recollecti- 
on that all theſe beauties of im- 
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provement would ſoon er to 


their original diſorder, when de- 
prived of the care of Hamlain, 
reminded them of the care that 


was neceſſary to preſerve, as well 


as attain the beauties of ſcience 
and virtue. 
Having now in their deſcent 
reached the laſt landing, they re- 
minded Hamlain of his intimation 
that he had ſomething more to 
thew them; he ſaid there was a 


little matter remained on this 


landing, but he was afraid, if what 
he had ſaid had raiſed their curio- 
lity very high, they would be diſ- 
appointed; he then conducted 
them by a narrow path, ſkirted 


with firs and evergreens, into a 


R 
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ſemicircular {pace formed chiefly 
by nature, but a little improved 
by Hamlain, who, ſuffering no 
natural advantages to eſcape him, 
had levell'd the bottom, aſsiſted 
the curvature by a little hewing, 
and fixed a ſeat in a little alcove he 
had formed; he had alſo plantde 
a ſcreen of firs a little lower down 
the declivity, ſo that their tops 
juſt ſlightly interfered with the 
view of the ſea. © This,” ſaid 
Hamlain, “is the ſpot where I 
enjoy the coolneſs and calmneſs 
of the evening, after the heat and 
fatigue of a ſultry day, and there 
are two pleaſures attached to this 
place ; the one is, of a calm moon- 
light night to {it and and view the 
reflected beams quivering among 
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the b of theſe firs, to liſten 


to the faint ſtrokes of the diſtant 
oar, and the ſtill fainter ſounds 


of the reſponſive ſong ; the other 


you will collect from thoſe lines, 


which I have inſerted on that 


fmooth part of the rock; they are 


addreſſed as you fee, 
Fo the feet ſoother of my evening hours, 


„ The little warbler alluded to. 
has made choice of the fir-grove 
you juſt paſſed through, from 


whence ſhe pours forth her even- 


ing ſong; and I have deferred 1 ine 


troducing you here till now, in 
hopes that the may favour you 


with a ſpecimen.” They then 


directed their attention to the fol 5 
lowing ings 121% 442 not. 


Peaceful filence reigns around, 


.i +!  , -: Swaygits fceptre Over allz 2) M 


— — — 


196 HA MLAIN; ox, 


44> -- . . 122 2 ” — 


Save, ſweet bird, thy tuneful W 
The murmuring tide and waterfall. 


Fond of Quiet's ſmooth ſtill ſcene, 
Sitting in the fanning gale, | 
Whilſt amid the thicket green. 
Sings the plaintive nightingale. 


As the billows roll along, 
Here I feel a warm delight, 
Whülſt thy ſweet unrivall'd ſong 
Charms the ſtillneſs of the night. 


Purſue thy ſong, ſweet Philomel, 
No cruel foe approaches heres 
He who liſtens, loves too well 
To injure thee, thou warbler dear. 


The place, theſe lines, but above 
all, the charming ſtrains which 
Philomel very opportunely be- 
gan to pour forth, had a won- 

derful effect; and Hamlain's 
youthful viſitors ſeemed almoſt to 
dy *bt, whether what they ſaw 
and heard, were things real, or 
only the deluſions of a pleaſant 
dream; but the trampling of their 
horſes feet, which were now ar- 
rived at the foot of the rock, the 
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ſetting; ſun, and the fable, cola 1 os | 
ing which every object was now aſ⸗ 

ſuming, admoniſhed them that it 
was time to leave this enchanting 
ſpot; they, accordingly, being 

conducted by Hamlaii to the bot- 
tom of the ſteps, thanked him ſor 
his kind attention, and having re- 
ceived his fervent benedictions, 
took a reſpectful leave, and mount- 
ing their horſes, directed their 
courſe back to the manſion of 
Squire Freeman, to whom (as they 


rode along) they acknowledged © 


their great n for this 5 
very pleaſing interview. = 
The time of their ride home was 
wholly taken up with the recapi- 
tulation of what they had ſeen and 
heard, dwellin g with great enco- 
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plication of Hamlain; the varied 


his pleaſing converſation, and 


two inſignificant pieces of iron, 


» 
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miums on the ingenuity and ap- 
beauties of his delightrul retreat, 


wonderful promptneſs in drawing 
inſtruction from the ſimpleſt ob- 
jects and occurrences; the ant, 


the water deſcending drop by drop 
from the oozing rock, were fſut- 
ficient, ſaid they, to cauſe initruc- 
tion to diſtil from the ready lip of 
Hamlain: thus, as they rode along, 
they dwelt with delight on the 
ſatisfaction they had received from 
their viſit to 
Beach. 


1 
A 
* 

* * 


— 


